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William England UEL 1740-1796 

By Denis Fortier 

 

The life of my 5 times great grandfather, William England, is very well documented thanks a long 
military career and having settled in the Province of Quebec as a Loyalist following the American 
Revolutionary War.  All we know of his childhood however is that he was born in England in 1740 and 
immigrated to America in 1753.  No ship records have yet been found to shed light on whether he came 
alone or with family.  

 

Service during the Seven Year War 1754-1763 (also known as the French and Indian War)  

William served in the 60th Regiment 
during the Seven Year War of 1754-1763. 
The 60th Regiment was formed in 1755, 
it’s also known by the name King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps.  I have yet to search muster 
lists to figure out when he joined, had to 
have been before 1758.  We do know he 
was a British Soldier at the Plains of 
Abraham in Sept 1759, a Private in the 
60th Regiment of Foot – 3rd Battalion; 
Gottlieb Gmelling’s Company.  His name 
can be found in the database of the 
French and British army soldiers in 
Québec in 1759 and 1760, here (do an 
advanced search with England in the 
lastname field).  The 3rd Battalion was 
assigned to the forces of General Amherst 
for operations in Eastern Canada.  The Battalion sailed from Boston in April 1758 and was present in the 
battle of Louisburg before moving on Quebec City with General Wolfe.  In 1760, the Battalion 
participated in the final advance on Montreal.  

The 3rd Battalion was idle for most of 1761, late in the year it was sent to the West Indies (Caribbean’s). 
In January and February 1762, the battalion took part in the expedition against Martinique and in the 
siege of Fort Royal. Then from March to August, it participated in the siege and capture of Havana. 

After the Seven Year War, William England appears on a list of soldiers discharged from the 3rd Battalion 
who appeared for land in New York on 20 Feb 1764.  Yet he doesn’t seem to grow tired of military life as 
he is next found on a Colonial muster roll for the Company of Captain Barnaby Byrns, dated 9th May 
1764 in New York.  William is described as 23 yrs old, born in England, labourer, 5’ 9” tall, having a fresh 
face, round visage, fair hair and gray eyes.  

 

Life between wars 1764-1776 

No documentation has been found for the following 10 years in William’s life.  What we know of this 
period is from Loyalist claims after the Revolutionary War, see later.  He married Mary Schneider (name 
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anglicized to Snyder) in the early 1770’s.  She was of German ancestry; her ancestors came to New York 
during the Palatine Immigration of 1710.  Mary was born 9 July 1751 in Ancram NY, the daughter of 
Johann Peter Schneider and Anna Maria Maul.  William and Mary lived in Saratoga NY from 1773 to 
early 1775.  They went to live in Kingsbury, Washington Co, NY in spring of 1775.  William purchased 25 
acres from Michael Hoffnagle in April 1775.  He cleared 8 acres and built a house.  The land, house, 
grain, tools and furniture were later confiscated by the American Rebels. 

Johannes Melchior Hoffnagle had arrived in Kingsbury in 1768 (see link). His name first appeared in land 
records there in 1771. Between 1771 and 1776, he accumulated over 1800 acres of land and built his 
home on Moss Street. On the various deeds, he is listed as a yeoman, which in loose terms means a 
country gentleman or gentry. His occupation in Kingsbury was variously recorded as a merchant, sawyer, 
and farmer. In the preparation of the deeds, his name was nearly always anglicized to Michael, but in 
examining the documents it is found that he invariably signed his name as Melchior Hoffnagel. 

William was a sawyer by profession. Perhaps he came to Kingsbury to work for Micheal Hoffnagel. 

 

Revolutionary War 1776-1783 

William England joined General Burgoyne’s army at Skenesborough in July 1777.  He served in the 
McAlpin and Jessop’s Corps till the end of the American Revolutionary War in 1883.  William can be 
found on multiple muster rolls during the war (part of the Frederick Haldimand Papers collection).  The 
very first entry for William England is the following list of men enlisting as His Majesty's American 
Volunteers.  They joined the Army of General Burgoyne under the command of Captain McAlpin and 
commenced pay on 1st day of Aug 1777. This list was signed by Daniel McAlpin, it’s a list of those 
presently mustered at Verchere on 24 Jan 1778.  Source Haldimand Papers, Muster Rolls for Corps of 
American Loyalists: http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/860?r=0&s=3  

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/33391924/hoffnagle
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/860?r=0&s=3
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Sergeant William England is “not under convention”; this means he was not present at Burgoyne’s 
surrender.  Those who had surrendered in Saratoga were “under the convention” and were banned 
from doing any further military duty under the terms of the surrender.   

Captain Daniel McAlpin was a veteran of the Seven Year War, in the fall of 1776, he initiated a campaign 
to recruit a corps of soldiers who would aid the Crown in its goal of suppressing the American rebellion. 
He raised and created a loyalist corps in the Albany County.  

After the defeat at the battle of Bemis Heights, Burgoyne allowed loyalist troops to quietly escape 
before his surrender at Saratoga.  On October 11, 1777, Burgoyne ordered remaining elements of Native 
Americans and McAlpin’s Corps to take possession of the army’s military chest and transport it back to 
Canada. That evening, the corps slipped out of camp and rushed north towards Lake George and the 
safety of the Royal Navy. On October 25, 1777, rebel militia intercepted McAlpin’s party and a large 
skirmish erupted.  When the battle ended, fifty of McAlpin’s men were captured or left behind as 
casualties. Nevertheless, McAlpin was able to push past the enemy and successfully reach Canada with 
the military chest.  Was William part of this group? 

In another document, not dated, Sergeant William England is listed in the return of Officers who served 
in General Burgoyne’s Campaign of 1777 under the command of Captain McAlpin’s and who are now in 
Canada.   

In early 1778, McAlpin was promoted to major and was given the arduous task of overseeing the flood 
of refugees who poured into Canada following Burgoyne’s defeat. For McAlpin this was a monumental 
task. The British government controlling Canada was ill prepared for the arrival of thousands of men, 
women and children who Haldimand fittingly described as “loyalists in great distress.” 

Under McAlpin’s guidance, a loyalist refugee settlement was first established at Machiche, near Three 
Rivers. Conrad Gugy, a Frenchman and companion of Haldimand, was named superintendant of the site. 
As more refugees streamed in, additional refugee camps were established in Sorel, Chambly, Quebec 
and Saint John’s. 

Throughout 1778 and most of 1779, McAlpin’s Corps remained in Sorel, a town located in southwestern 
Quebec Province. When not engaged in garrison duty, McAlpin’s men were employed in the 
construction and repair of earthworks around the town. Sergeant William England appears on a Muster 
Roll for men paid for service from Dec 25 1777 to June 24 1778 under McAlpin (see link).  By July, 1779, 
Sorel had become a refugee camp and active military base that was occupied by five provincial units. 

William England Sgt appears on list of the Men belonging to Captain McAlpin’s Corps, Isle aux Noix, Sept 
4th 1778, see link.  This is a short list of men; William was the senior officer.  Were they preparing to 
scout in enemy territory?  A few weeks later a small group of 11 including Sgt William England returned 
sick from St-Johns, belonging to Captain McAlpin’s camp at Sorel, see link. 

Life at Sorel was often difficult. Besides a lack of supplies, shelter was almost non-existent.  Worse yet, 
the volunteers in McAlpin’s Corps often found themselves at odds with their fellow refugees. 
Competition for limited supplies, including fresh food and clothing, proved to be a source of constant 
irritation. On more than one occasion, Major McAlpin described incidents of large groups of loyalist 
refugees engaged in fights with his soldiers. 

For 1779, the only muster list with William’s name on it is dated May 1779 at Point Levy, under the 
command of McAlpin. 

In 1780, McAlpin’s Corps of American Volunteers returned to New York for series of raids. For these 
loyalists, participation in the 1780 military raids ordered by Carleton against New York was more than 

http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/796?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c10860/736?r=0&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c10861/1608?r=0&s=1
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c10861/1618?r=0&s=2
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c10860/781?r=0&s=4
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opportunity to get away from the boredom of garrison duty. Instead, these raids represented an 
opportunity of revenge for the failures of Saratoga. On April 13, 1780, the loyalist detachments of the 
raiding party were ordered to also assemble at Ile-aux-Noix – I have not seen any muster roll for those 
involved. 

The troops were transported by water from Ile-aux-Noix down Lake Champlain to Crown Point. Once on 
land, the soldiers travelled to the south-west, skirting around Schroon Lake. On May 21, 1780, the 
raiders attacked Kingsborough Patent, located north of Johnstown, and rescued one hundred forty-
three loyalists, including women and children, and thirty slaves.   Johnson then led his troops into 
Johnstown, burned several buildings, rescued dozens of loyalists and captured twenty-seven rebels.  
Afterwards, the raiders burned one hundred and twenty barns, mills and houses located in a four mile 
arc south of Johnstown. 

In the weeks following the Raid on Johnstown, Daniel McAlpin’s health deteriorated drastically. On July 
22, 1780, McAlpin succumbed to his illness and passed away. The unit was referred to as the “Late 
Major McAlpin’s Corps” for some time after his passing. 

On August 24, 1780, Governor Haldimand proposed a series of coordinated raids into New York to 
“destroy the enemy’s supplies from the late plentiful harvest and to give His Majesty’s loyal subjects an 
opportunity of retiring to this province.” The raids into New York would move in multiple columns down 
the Mohawk, Lower Champlain and Hudson River Valleys.  The attack of the Lower Champlain and 
Hudson River Valleys fell to Major Carleton. On September 27, 1780, Carleton’s forces assembled at St. 
John’s.  Over 950 men from regular and loyalist units assembled for the mission.  McAlpin’s Corps was 
one of the units drafted for service with Carleton.  The October Raids were a complete success.  Not only 
had Carleton destroyed two forts, captured dozens of enemy soldiers, burned several towns and kept 
rebel forces in check, but Carleton had done so with minimal casualties. 

Following the October raids, McAlpin’s Corps returned to garrison life at Sorel.  For most of 1781, the 
soldiers watched as an unending stream of loyalist refugees poured into the garrison town.  The reality 
of war was ever present and soldiers from the corps were recruited for various military operations 
outside of garrison duty. It is possible that soldiers from McAlpin’s were drafted for “secret service” 
missions into Vermont and New York.  In January 1781, Sergeant England was appointed to maintain 
order amongst his compatriots at the Machiche camp and keep them isolated from local inhabitants: 

On January 22, 1781, Major Nairne receives orders to have all able bodied loyalist return to their 
regiments, with the exception of “Sergeants William England and Henry Clow are represented 
by Mr Gugy to be very careful in managing the disorderly set, they are therefore to remain”.  
Everyone was to be reminded that Machiche had been built to care for women and children 
exclusively. Link to original. 

Can’t tell how long this appointment lasted.  On a muster list for the Corps of the Late Major Daniel 
McAlpin, dated 1st May 1781, Sgt Wm England is listed as “on leave” in Machiche.  On another list dated 
Jul 1781, he is still appointed at Machiche. 

Another series of raids into New York State was organized in October 1781. Among those soldiers and 
under the command of Captain Jessup were the volunteers of McAlpin’s Corps, likely including William 
England. 

On November 12, 1781, Haldimand released his proposal for forming the Loyal Rangers. In his order, 
Haldimand instructed that Jessup’s, Peter’s and McAlpin’s Corps be amalgamated into a single battalion 
of Loyalist and Edward Jessup, was promoted to major and placed in command of the battalion. The 
men and officers of McAlpin’s Corps were dispersed amongst the ten companies in Jessups’ Corps.   

http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_h1654/69?r=0&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/1047?r=1&s=3
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c10860/793?r=0&s=4
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Following the formation of the Loyal Rangers, the battalion was transferred from Sorel to Verchere, 
Yamaska and Dutchman’s Point. The Loyal Rangers did not participate in any raids into New York and 
spent most of its time garrisoning the blockhouses at these three posts. However, as Jessup correctly 
reported “we are obliged to keep up a Constant round of Scouts . . . and that I have already been obliged 
to furnish several of the men . . . for Secret Service and must furnish Several More Soon or not get any 
Scouting from them.”  William England served with the Loyal Rangers, he was Sergeant in Capt Peter 
Drummond's Company in muster rolls dated July 1st 1782; and Sergeant in Captain John Peters’ 
Company, 1st Jan 1783 at Rivière du Chêne, Quebec [Source: Rolls of the Provincial (loyalist) Corps, 
Canadian Command, American Revolutionary Period by Mary Beacock Fryer, William A. Smy, p 84]:   

 

 

The years of Service indicated here imply William enlisted in the Fall of 1776.  He may have been one of 
McAlpin’s or Jessup’s recruits. 

When peace was declared in 1783, the most pressing issue for Haldimand was what to do with the 
thousands of loyalist refugees who occupied the Quebec Province. Many were without clothing and few 
had received sufficient supplies. By July 1783 many loyalist officers, including Edward Jessup, proposed 
the settlement of land south-west of the Quebec Province. The suggestion was quickly adopted and land 
grants were issued to loyalist soldiers and refugees alike.  

On December 11, 1783, the Loyal Rangers were disbanded and its soldiers and families were permitted 
to depart for the grants of lands issued to them.  Sergeant William England, sawyer, formerly of New 
York, is listed in the Return of Loyal Rangers, Company of Pensioners under Captain John Peters (link 
document not dated, looks like at dissolution, 603 men are listed).  

While most Loyalist departed for land in New Brunswick or in the new territories west of Montreal, 
William England decided to remain in Yamachiche where he ran Conrad Gugy’s grist mill. 
  

http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/660?r=0&s=5
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Mary’s Escape to Canada 

While William was fighting on the British 
side, his wife Mary was left behind with 
their three young children.  After over a 
year on her own, she was now a ward of 
the State (their land having been 
confiscated by the rebels).  She appeared 
in front of the Commission on Detecting 
and Defeating Conspiracies to ask for 
permission to go to Canada to join her 
husband.  The excerpt on the right is from 
the “Minutes of the Commissioners on 
Detecting and Defeating Conspiracies”, 
Albany County, NY, Sept 1778.   

Her request was accepted and it was 
recommended that she be sent to Canada 
“with a Flag”.  This meant being escorted 
to the line with a flag of truce and being 
transferred peacefully to the other side.  
It’s comforting to know that Mary was 
provided with an escort to Canada. Much 
better that my previous thoughts - I had visions of her escaping at night with her three young children 
and finding her way alone in the wilderness. 

Unfortunately crossing the line for Mary did not mean re-unification with her husband as William was a 
Sergeant with the British troops.  Instead she had to join a refugee camp set up for families of Loyalist 
soldiers.   

 

Loyalist Refugee Camps 

Faced with the disorder generated by the presence of the loyalists in the midst of local residents, 
Frederick Haldimand, Governor and Commander in Chief of the British forces, ordered the loyalist 
families grouped in camps where they would receive shelter, food, clothing and instruction.  In 
September 1778, the loyalist families following John Johnson reached Machiche (today called 
Yamachiche). Conrad Gugy had built housing for them on his lands, at first accommodating 157 families.  
This number varied in the following months, peaking at 442 in October 1779.  By the end of the 
operation in December 1784, there were 185 families.   

The refugee camp in Yamachiche is where Mary England ended up after fleeing her home in New York. 
The nearest Protestant Church was St-James at Trois-Rivieres, Quebec, about 25 km East of Yamachiche, 
that’s where family events were recorded.   

The first muster roll with her name is dated 2 Dec 1778, Mrs England is listed with three children.   

The next list gives more details (Dec 1778 / Jan 1779 Muster roll), dated Dec 78/Jan 79, it lists Mrs 
England as formerly of Albany NY, with 3 children, 2 boys and one girl at the Machiche Camp.  Also, 
shows she is affiliated with a Sergeant in Captain McAlpin Corps.  

 

http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/425?r=0&s=4
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Mary England lived for 6 years in the refugee camp at Machiche!  Mary can be found on 12 muster rolls 
between 1778 and 1785, the date is a hyperlink to the digitized image at http://heritage.canadiana.ca.  
Comments in square brackets [] added by this author: 

• 2 Dec 1778 – Mrs England with 3 children 

• Dec78/Jan 1779 – Mrs England of Albany NY, 3 children, 2 boys and 1 girl children all under 10, 
receiving 2 ½ rations, husband Sgt in McAlpin’s Corps 

• 24 Aug 1779 – Mrs England with 2 boys and 1 girl all under 10, receiving 2 ½ rations 

• 24 Oct 1779 - Mrs England with 3 children all under 10, receiving 2 ½ rations. Husband belongs 
to McAlpin’s Corps as Serg’t 

• 10 Aug 1880 – William England, born in England, with wife and three children under 12 at 
Machiche, belonging to McAlpin’s Corps  

• 24 Nov 1780 – Wm England of McAlpin’s Corps, 1 adult man, 1 adult woman, 2 boys and 2 girls, 
receiving 4 rations  

o [the new family addition, Mary Anne was born 25 August 1780] 

• 24 Apr 1781 - Mrs England with 3 boys and 1 girl, receiving 3 rations, associated with McAlpin  
o [this and next 2 entries note should be 2 boys and 2 girls] 

• 24 Sept 1781 - Mrs England with 3 boys and 1 girl, receiving 3 rations, McAlpin’s 

• 24 Jan 1782 - Mrs England with 3 boys and 1 girl, receiving 3 rations, Jessup’s  

• 24 Mar 1783 - Mrs England with 2 boys and 3 girl, receiving 3 ½ rations, Loyal Rangers  
o [note birth of third daughter Catherine in Sept 1782]  

• 24 Jul 1783 - Mrs England with 2 boys and 3 girl, receiving 3 ½ rations, Loyal Rangers 

• No Date 1783 – Mrs William England, 2 boys, 1 under 6, 1 between 6 and 12, 3 girls, 2 under 6, 
1 between 6 and 12, receiving 3 ½ rations 

• 7 Feb 1784 

 

Living condition in the camp was horrible.  There was a shortage of provisions such as food and clothing.  
Her husband likely visited while on leave, as two children were born while at the camp.  William only 
appears twice on the Machiche camp muster roll, in August and November 1780, one of their daughters 
was born during this period.  As mentioned earlier, Sergeant England was appointed in Jan 1781 to 
maintain order amongst his compatriots at the Machiche camp and keep them isolated from local 
inhabitants. It’s noteworthy that there was a large population of Acadian refugees in Yamachiche who 
had been taken from their homes by British forces and exiled in 1755.  I can imagine there being tension 
between the British troops and the locals! 

 

Life Post-Revolutionary War  

At the closing of the camp at the beginning of 1784, the England family stay and settle in Machiche with 
their five children.  No doubt impressed by his military conduct, Gugy hired William England for his 
sawmill and flour mill in the Fief Frederick.  One of the muster roll listed William’s profession as sawyer, 
so he likely had relevant sawmilling experience.  

After the death of Conrad Gugy on April 16, 1786, Elizabeth Wilkinson, Gugy’s companion of 30 years, 
takes over his affairs.  She gives William England a land concession “adjacent to the two acres reserved 
for the mill, bordered to the West by the Grand River Yamachiche, and to the other side by the arm of the 
stream that feeds the mill, about 300 acres in area” (Notary records Leroy, 6 Sept 1786).  This stream 
was long known as the “Ruisseau des St-Pierre” (St-Pierre Stream).   

http://heritage.canadiana.ca/
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/413?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/425?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/438?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/452?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c10862/30?r=1&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/461?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/472?r=0&s=5
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/500?r=0&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/515?r=0&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/535?r=0&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/553?r=0&s=4
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c1475/631?r=0&s=5


 

Created by Denis Fortier  11 Jul 2022 

Map dated 1829 showing the location of the Moulin de Gugy (Gugy Mill, shaded in pink) and adjacent 

property belonging to Michel St-Pierre (acquired from his in-laws, the England family).  The circled area 

is enlarged in the lower map.  The mill and land are on the North East side of the River. 
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In 1790, Mrs Wilkinson and William England agreed that William would operate the mill for another 5-
year lease (Notary records Leroy, 8 Oct 1790). 

The location of the Gugy mill and the England family estate goes by many names over the years, Fief 
Frederick, Machiche, Yamachiche, and later St-Barnabe when Yamachiche was divided into multiple 
smaller parishes in the mid 1800’s.  The location of the Gugy mill on a current map would be best 
described as where the “Avenue de St-Thomas de Caxton” crosses the Grande Riviere Yamachiche.  
There is a stream that follows the road on the North-East side of the bridge, that is likely the Ruisseau 
St-Pierre that is the South-East border for the St-Pierre lands. 

After Miss Wilkinson’s death, William England, a miller, inventories part of her estate, including the 
Frederick Mill and the wind and water mills.  The inventory states that Mary Snyder lives at the 
Frederick mill (Notary records Antoine Isodore Badeau, 18 Mar 1794). This confirms that England 
oversaw these mills at the time of Miss Wilkinson’s death.  

William England died suddenly on 6 January 1796 at Yamachiche and was buried two days later in the 
cemetery of the St-James Protestant Church in Trois-Rivières.  His wife Mary was pregnant at the time; 
their last child Margaret was born 12 days later.   

 

Loyalist Claims 

Following the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), British commissioners were appointed to 
examine claims of losses sustained by those loyal to the British crown or "Loyalists" during and following 
the war.  William England filed such a claim, a petition for compensation for the lost land, tools and 
furniture.  The petition is on top of the next page, showing his signature at the bottom of each page, 
signed and witnessed in Feb 1786 in Sorel.  This petition was reviewed at Sorel by the Commission on 
Apr 15th of the same year.  Decision on his claim was deferred.  A couple of years later, on 27th of March 
1788, he appeared in front of the Royal Commission on the Losses and Services of American Loyalists 
(RCLSAL) in Montreal, again seeking compensation, this time in person.  The commission report appears 
at the bottom of the next page. 

He claimed 62 Pound Sterling in losses (land, buildings, furniture, grain, tools, etc) and eventually 
received 24 Pound in compensation. 

Of interest is the witness than William brought to the Commission to help substantiate his claim – 
Patrick Smyth.  Patrick says he knew the Claimant (William) prior to the war and supports William’s 
claim.  Patrick Smyth and his brother George were renowned British spies during the revolutionary war.  
George was a “master spy” and second in command to Governor Haldimand’s spy network as Deputy 
Head of Secret Service.  In William’s original claim dated 1786, he names both Patrick and George Smyth 
as references. Was William part of the Smyth’s network of spies prior to joining General Burgoyne’s 
army?  The service record shown on p5 implied he had served since the fall of 1776. 

It’s thanks to these Memorials that we know that the William England living in Yamachiche in 1788 
arrived in America in 1753, served in the 60th Regiment during the Seven Year War, lived in Saratoga NY 
in 1773-1774, bought land in Kingsbury NY in 1775, joined Burgoynes’ army at Skeenesborough in July 
1777, and served in the McAlpin and Jessop’s Corps during the American Revolutionary War.  Thanks to 
these Memorials, we can confirm that these facts all belong to the same individual, this is important as 
they were 2 or 3 men by the name of William England living in the Province of Quebec during these 
times. 
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William England’s estate 

William died without a will.  Upon inventory of the England-Snyder communal estate (Notary records 
Antoine Gagnon, 19 Mar 1798), Mary Snyder is said to be the tutor of 6 minor children, William, Conrad, 
Jacob, Elizabeth, Robert and Margaret.  Also living are 4 other children, adult or married, Hannah, John, 
Marie-Anne and Catherine [all are mentioned in the inventory, Marie-Anne is mentioned as the wife of 
Augustin Gagnon and Catherine as the wife of John Snider].   

The inventory takes all day and covers 20 pages in the notary’s notebook.  It lists household items, 
furniture, tools, farm equipment, livestock, land, building, debts and titles. Land includes the same 200 
acres mentioned earlier, adjacent to the old Gugy mill in Fief Frederick.  A sale takes place the following 
day to pay debts.  A wide range of household items are sold, but the land and buildings stay with the 
family.  Every transaction is recorded by the notary.  Mary buys back some of the items on sale.   

The next year, Mary Snyder, widow of the late William England, sells her half of the communal estate to 
her son-in-law and eldest daughter; Michel St-Pierre Jr. and his wife Hannah England, in return for an 
annuity (Notary records Ant. Gagnon 18 Jul 1799).  In 1835, the obligation to provide Mary Snyder a 
pension passes to Michel and Hannah’s sons Michel, Jean and Louis.  Michel died shortly afterwards. 

Hannah England, and her husband Michel St-Pierre also bought her sibling’s share of the England estate 
in Yamachiche (over 300 acres with a house and barn).  William, John and brother-in-law Augustin 
Gagnon sold their inheritance rights in 1799. (Notary records Ant. Gagnon, 18 September 1799).  Conrad 
in turn sold his inheritance rights to M. St-Pierre and his wife Hannah on reaching the age of majority in 
1806.  Conrad was present in Yamachiche for the sale, the record describes Conrad as resident of 
Lancaster Township in Upper Canada and brother-in-law to Michel St-Pierre (Notary records Ant. 
Gagnon, 19 Feb 1806). 

Mary Snider remarries and moves to Lancaster Township 

On 21 Oct 1799, Mary (Snyder) England, widow of William marries Jean-Maurice Ouellette (phonetically 
written as Morice Wollett or Williet in English records) at St-James Protestant Church in Trois-Rivières. 
Witnesses are Michel St-Pierre, nephew to Morice Williet, and Pierre La Casse, cousin to Morice Williet.  
Thus, Mary’s new husband is the uncle of her son-in-law Michel St-Pierre.  Maurice was a widower, his 
first wife Jos-Louise Hudon aka Beaulieu was buried at Kamouraska on 3 May 1799. 

In 1801, Mary, her unmarried children, daughter Catherine, son-in-law John Snyder and second husband 
Maurice Ouellette move to Lancaster Township, Glengarry County, Ontario.  There were many Snyder 
families already in the Lancaster area at the time, including Mary’s brother Jacob and his family.  On Feb 
17 1801, Maurice signs a power of attorney as he is “about to leave the Province” (Notary records Ant. 
Gagnon).  Later that same year, Maurice sold his land in Yamachiche to Jos Bellemare (Notary records 
Ant. Gagnon, 1st Nov 1801).   

Of William and Mary’s children, only John Peter, Hannah and Mary Anne remained in the Yamachiche / 
Louiseville area of Quebec past 1801. 

There are many land grant applications by heirs of William England filed in Lancaster Township between 
1801 and 1817, indicating the family settled there for good.  Mary is mentioned in Jacob Snyder’s will in 
1823 (her brother).  Jacob’s will, dated 13 Mar 1823 in Lancaster Tp, Glengarry Co, proved 5 Jun 1823 in 
part says: “to sister Mary Violette; a cow”  [should be Ouellette]. 

Mary came back to the family home in Yamachiche (now officially in St- Barnabé since the parish of 
Yamachiche was split) and spent her last years at the home of her daughter Hannah St-Pierre and died 
on 7 Jan 1838 at St-Barnabé, she was buried at the closest Protestant cemetery in Louiseville.   

http://bibnum2.banq.qc.ca/bna/notaires/pdf/04T/CN401/04T_CN401S38/Actes/03/04T_CN401S38P_06354.pdf
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Children of William England and Mary Snyder 

Here are the family’s 10 children, in order of birth: 

1. Hannah, the eldest, born around 1770 in NY married Michel St-Pierre Jr. on the 21 Jan 1799 at 
St-James, he’s a farmer in Yamachiche.  Michel St-Pierre Sr. is a witness.  Hannah and Michel St-
Pierre are my 4 times great-grandparents. They had nine children, all baptised and married at 
the Sainte-Anne D’Yamachiche Catholic Church (even though Hannah never converted to 
Catholicism).  Michel passed away in 1837.  Hannah is still alive in the 1852 census, age 82, 
protestant, and living in the household of her son Jean St-Pierre in the parish of St-Barnabé. The 
parish of St-Barnabe was carved out of the territory of Yamachiche.  I believe the family still 
occupied the same land Hannah purchased from her mother and siblings. She passed away at 
the age of 87 on the 12th May 1857 and was buried at the Protestant cemetery in Louiseville.   
 

2. John Peter (Jean-Pierre), was born around 
1775 in NY.  He was a laborer in the 
Seigneurie of Carufel, sold his inheritance 
rights at the same time as his brother 
William and brother-in-law Augustin 
Gagnon to their sister Hannah and her 
husband Michel St-Pierre.  At the age of 32, 
he married Margaret Turner, 13 years old 
at St-James on the 18 Sept 1807.  John and 
Margaret had 6 children, all baptised at the 
Louiseville Episcopal Church.  John re-
married on 5 Mar 1832, again at St-James 
Protestant Church in Trois-Rivières.  He had 
5 children with his second wife Marie 
Angelique Giroux.  
John was a pioneer of the Episcopal Church 
of Rivière-du-Loup (Louiseville).  He was 
also a founder of the Loyalist settlement at 
Lake Maskinonge (today part of St-Gabriel-
de-Brandon).  He is mentioned on a 
memorial plague on a monument 
dedicated to Loyalist Settlers, shown on the 
right (first name on last line).  More details on this memorial can be found on the UELAC 
website: Loyalist Monuments at St-Gabriel-de-Brandon.  His date of death is unknown, last 
known documentation is a notarized petition signed in 1849; John’s residence is listed as 
Brandon Township.  
 

3. William, born around 1777 in New York.  Was still a minor upon his father’s death.  He sold his 
inheritance rights to his brother-in-law Michel St-Pierre and his sister Hannah in 1799, indicating 
he had reached the age of maturity by then. (Notary records Ant. Gagnon, 18 September 1799).  
William died shortly afterwards and is buried 30 Sept 1800 at Trois-Rivières (St-James). 

 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Monuments/Loyalist-Settlers-Monument.php
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4. Mary-Anne, born 25 Aug 1780 at Yamachiche, baptised 15 Aug 1782 at Trois-Rivières (St-James).  
At the age of 16, she married Augustin Gagnon, of St-Maurice also at St-James on 17 Aug 1796.  
Their 10 children were born in Yamachiche and are baptised and married in the Catholic Church.  
Augustin passed away 9 Feb 1829 in Yamachiche at the age of 56.  Mary-Anne died 16 May 1861 
at Berthierville, she was 80 years old. 

 

5. Catherine, born at Yamachiche 28 Sept 1882 and baptised 8 Mar 1783 at St-James.  She marries 
John Snyder at St-James on 22 Jan 1798.  They first live at Ste-Ursule, Crête-de-Coq area. Couple 
later move to Lancaster township where Catherine applied for a land grant as the daughter of a 
UEL in 1801. Catherine passed away a few years later as John re-married in 1806 to Janet Agnes 
Wood.  John Snyder applied for a land grant in 1810 on behalf of his late wife Catherine England.  
Says Catherine had an heir, but I have never found any details on this child(ren). 
 

6. Conrad, born at Yamachiche 8 Feb 1785, baptised 14 Aug 1785 at St-James.  On reaching the age 
of majority, he sells his inheritance rights to M. St-Pierre and his wife Hannah (Notary records 
Ant. Gagnon, 19 Feb 1806).  At the time Conrad lives in Lancaster Township in Ontario, possibly 
with his mother and her second husband.  Conrad was granted a patent for 200 acres of land in 
Osgoode Ontario as a son of a UEL in 1808.  Haven’t been able to find any subsequent record. 
 

7. Jacob, born at Yamachiche 31 Jan 1787, baptised 8 Apr 1787 at St-James.  Likely passed away 
before reaching the age of majority in Lancaster, Glengarry Co, Ontario.  No application for land 
grant found. 
 

8. Elizabeth born at Yamachiche 23 Jun 1789, baptised at St-James 30 Aug 1789.  She married 
Anthony Young on 13 Jan 1807 at St-Andrews Presbyterian Church in Williamstown, Glengarry 
Co.  They had two children born in Lancaster and baptised at St-Andrews.  They sold their land in 
Lancaster Township in 1810.  There are records for Anthony in Scarborough York Co between 
1810 and 1817, no indication whether Elizabeth was alive.  Anthony served in the 1st Regiment 
of Glengarry Militia in 1812/13.   
 

9. Robert born at Yamachiche 7 Mar 1791, baptised 19 Jun 1791 at St-James.  Robert married 
Elizabeth “Betsy” Philips (1796-1870) around 1812.  They lived in Dundee Quebec before moving 
to New York State in the mid 1830’s.  They had at least 13 children born between 1813 and 
1851.  The first seven were baptised at St-Andrews Presbyterian Church in Williamstown, 
Glengarry Co.  Mary, the eldest, was baptised a couple of months after her birth in Feb 1814, the 
other six were all baptised together on 26 Oct 1831, between the ages of 6 mos and 12 yrs.  Last 
known record is the 1860 census data from Canton, Saint Lawrence, New York, USA.  One of 
Robert’s son died in action during the American Civil War. 
 

10. Margaret, born at Yamachiche 18 Jan 1796, 12 days after the death of her father.  Baptised 18 
Feb 1796 at St-James.  She applied for a land grant from Lancaster Township upon reaching 
maturity in 1817.  Have not found any proven subsequent records.  However, I strongly suspect 
that she may have married Philippe Brunette.  A Mrs Margaret Brunette living in Lancaster 
Township  supports John England’s land petition in 1841 and in the 1852 census is listed next to 
Margaret England (would be her niece, d of John).  This Margaret Brunette moved to Michigan 
with Margaret England (now married to Alexander Scott) and appears in the 1880 census with 
the Scott’s as Margaret Brown, widowed, now 84, father born in England.  
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Land Petitions of Upper Canada – Heirs of William England, UEL 

William England was recognized as a United Empire Loyalist by Order-in-Council on 19th Nov 1807, see here.   

Surname Given Name(s) Place Year Volume Bundle Petition Reference Microfilm 

England1,2 Mary Lancaster 1801 175 E 5 17 RG 1 L3 C-1887 

England/Wollett1,3 Mary Lancaster 1807 525 W 8 63 RG 1 L3 C-2952 

England/Snyder2 Catherine Lancaster 1801 452 S 5 5 RG 1 L3 C-2808 

England5 Conrad Lancaster 1807 176 E 8 34 RG 1 L3 C-1887 

Snyder4 John Lancaster 1811 456 S 10 14 RG 1 L3 C-2810 

England5 Margaret Lancaster 1817 177A E 11 10 RG 1 L3 C-1888 

England Robert Cornwall 1840 180 E 22 16 RG 1 L3 C-1890 

England6 John St-Maurice 1841 181 E1 2 RG1 L3 C-1891 

England7 John Brandon 1849 182A E5 15 RG1 L3 C-1892 

Gagnon/England8 Mary Anne Yamachiche 1849 217 G 5 37 RG 1 L3 C-2039 

St. Pierre9 Hanna Yamachiche 1849 483 S5 94 RG1 L3 C-2826 
 

 

Source: Library and Archives Canada.  The highlighted petition number in the table is a link to each petition.  They 
open on the first of multiple pages.  You need to navigate on the website to see the following pages.    

Notes:   

1Mary England /Wollett is William England’s widow.  Her maiden name is Snyder. 

2Mary and Catherine’s first petitions in 1801 were denied as William England did not appear on the UE list at that 
time.  See OC for Mary and Catherine 

3Mary Wollett of Lancaster, Glengarry Co, formerly Mary England, re-applied in 1807.  She successfully petitioned 
to have William England’s name added to the UE list so that her children be able to petition for their own lands. 
Her petition says in part that “her late husband William England served in the late American War as a Sergeant 
under the command of Major Jessup in the late Loyal Rangers to the year 1783.  He was an inhabitant of the 
American province to the year 1774 when he joined the Royal Standard.  He died previous to the time of the 
loyalists drawing their lands; in consequence he was not entered in the UE list.  Your petitioner’s late Husband left 
seven children which are now living in the province” (of Canada).  The order in Council dated 19th Nov 1807 
recommends the addition of William England’s name to the UE list, link above (she’s about ½ way down the left 
hand page) http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c102/622?r=0&s=1  

4John Snider re-applied in 1811 on behalf of his late wife Catherine England.  Says Catherine had an heir. Approved. 

5Conrad and Margaret, children of William England UEL, their petitions were filed after reaching the age of 21 yrs. 
Margaret’s petition says she has resided in Upper Canada for 16 yrs, i.e. since 1801.  Conrad’s petition was 
approved by OC on 17 nov 1807.  Margaret’s petition was approved by OC 16 Apr 1817. 

6John England, petition says he is 66 yrs old now of Cornwall.  On the testimony is from a Mrs Margaret Brunette of 
Lancaster Township.  His claim appears to be approved in the Land Book on 13 Oct 1841. See link: 
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c107/219?r=0&s=2  

http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c102/622?r=0&s=1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?q2=29&q3=2429&sqn=607&tt=941&PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1&sqn=436&q2=29&q3=2652&tt=1231
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?q2=29&q3=2612&sqn=571&tt=1319&PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?q2=29&q3=2429&sqn=915&tt=941&PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?q2=29&q3=2614&sqn=805&tt=1282&PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?q3=2430&sqn=405&tt=929&q2=29&interval=&PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.01-e.php?q2=29&q3=2432&sqn=949&tt=961&PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.01-e.php?PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1&sqn=64&q2=29&q3=2433&tt=945
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.01-e.php?q2=29&q3=2434&sqn=101&tt=955&PHPSESSID=gg45jaqljuumcqg1sdf4m92b7tgj552mn1nafrfg2t2k8cfnq9r1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.02-e.php?PHPSESSID=npfo6qij0n1rpue06msk2mqnj1&sqn=142&q2=29&q3=2460&tt=1001
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c101/854?r=0&s=3
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c101/826?r=0&s=1
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c102/622?r=0&s=1
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c102/941?r=0&s=3
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c102/624?r=0&s=3
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c103/247?r=0&s=3
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c107/219?r=0&s=2
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7John England petition in 1849 is on behalf of his late father, William England UEL as his eldest son and heir at law.  
Says William died suddenly in 1796 without a will while in the employ of the late Conrad Gugy.  John’s oath says 
John was born at Saratoga in the United States of America in 1775. See link and following pages: John England 
application on behalf of William England, UEL.   

8Mary Anne England / Gagnon, widow of the late Augustin Gagnon, currently residing in Berthier.  Her petition 
gives us lots of information regarding the family.  Mary Anne was born in Yamachiche on 25 Aug 1880; her father 
the late William England was a UE Loyalist and served in Captain Jessup Company between 1776 and 1783; William 
came to the Province of Canada in 1779 and resided therein until his death at Yamachiche in 1796 at the age of 55 
years; William’s lawful wife, Mary Snyder passed away in the year 1838; there are ten children from the union of 
Mary and William England, namely: Hanna, John, William, Catherine, Mary Anne, Conrad, Jacob, Elizabeth, Robert 
and Margaret.   

9Hanna St.Pierre’s petition is missing from the microfilm; but her petition appears in the Land Book on 25th Jan 
1850: “Hanna St-Pierre of the Parish of Ste-Anne de Yamachiche, widow of the late Michel St-Pierre and daughter 
of late William England”.  See link: http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c108/798?r=0&s=2  

 

 

Sources: 

Library and Archives Canada: Frederick Haldimand Papers in the chapters dealing with loyalists: correspondence 
and censuses  

“Who are William England and Mary Snyder”, article written by Origène Maillette in the magazine “L’Ancêtre” 
published by the “Société de généalogie de Québec”, in 1993 (Volume 19, p 301-302).   

“Shadow Soldiers of the American Revolution, Loyalist Tales from New York to Canada” by Mark Jodoin and David 
Wilkins, 2009 

“Loyalist Refugees: Non-Military Refugees in Quebec 1776-1784” by Gavin K. Watt, Global Heritage Press, 2014 

Library and Archives Canada: Upper Canada Land Petitions (1763-1865)   

Bibliotheque et Archives Nationales du Quebec (BaNQ) : Archives des notaires du Québec des origines à 1937 

 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.01-e.php?q2=29&q3=2434&sqn=101&tt=955&PHPSESSID=gg45jaqljuumcqg1sdf4m92b7tgj552mn1nafrfg2t2k8cfnq9r1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.01-e.php?q2=29&q3=2434&sqn=101&tt=955&PHPSESSID=gg45jaqljuumcqg1sdf4m92b7tgj552mn1nafrfg2t2k8cfnq9r1
http://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c108/798?r=0&s=2

