
His Majesty’s Armed Transport Clinton 

 

Michael S, Mallery  2023 New Brunswick 

The Clinton left Spithead, UK on May 22, 1783 and arrived at New York on July 3, 1783. 

The ship made three voyages to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia with Loyalist, and 

was back at Spithead, UK in March 1784. 

The Black Loyalist boarded the ship on July 26, 1783; they left New York August 3rd, 

and sailed into Port Roseway August 11th. They left Port Roseway on August 15th 

without disembarking any passengers.  On September 1st part of the Loyalist 

passengers disembarked at Saint John; on September 2nd the remainder disembarked 

at Annapolis Royal. 

On August 1, 1783, before the ship left New York, several Black Loyalist were 

discharged from the ship by the Commission, they included: 

Hannah Bummell     

Judeth Jackson   

Benj Lightfoot   

Saml Saunders 

Jerh Smith 

Josh Steward 

Sarah Steward 

 

There were several deaths on the voyage, that included the following: 

Jacob Adams   August 27, 1783 drowned 

Bob Johnson    August 28, 1783 died on board 

Adam Wey    August 29, 1783 died on board 

James Richards (2 years old) August 29, 1783 died on board 

Polly Edwards (9 years old) August 30, 1783 died on board 

Nelly Cox    August 31, 1783 died on board 

Hannah Holmes (8 months old) August 31, 1783 died on board 

Thos Williams (3 months old) August 31, 1783 died on board 

 

Source: The National Archives, KEW, Admiralty, Navy, Royal Marines, and Coast Guard. 
ADM36/9966 
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Clinton: 

Nominal Guns   32 (12 Guns in 1781 when converted to an armed transport) 

Nationality    Great Britain 

Operator   Royal Navy 

Previously   French Fifth Rate frigate L’Espérance 

Captured    September 30, 1780 

Category   Fifth Rate frigate (converted to Armed transport in 1781) 

Sold    July 5, 1784 

 

Dimensions: 

Length of Gun Deck  134’-0” 

Length of Keel  113’-0” 

Breadth   35’-0” 

Depth in Hold  13’-9” 

Burthen   736 28/94 Tons 

 

Armament: 

November 1781  Broadside Weight 192 Imperial Pounds 

Gun Deck   12 British 32 Pound Carronade 

 

Crew Compliment November 1781 was 90 men 

Commander November 22, 1782 to April 6, 1784 Lieutenant Roger Trounce 

 

Service History: 

November 1781  Refitted to a 12-gun unrated transport 

May 22, 1783  Sailed to North America 

 
Source: https://threedecks.org/index.php?display_type=show_ship&id=3624 
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Muster Table – July & August 1783 

 

The National Archives, KEW, Admiralty, Navy, Royal Marines, and Coast Guard. ADM36/9966 
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