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By Robert Collins McBride
UE, B.Sc., M.Ed., Editor

ecords leftabout and by our
ancestors are invaluable
in our quest to under-
stand the post-American
Revolutionary world.
The Book of Negroes, long in obscurity,
is a list created for political purposes
by Sir Guy Carleton in 1783. The story
of the Black Loyalists has come to life
through the novel by Lawrence Hill based
on this list, the televised mini-series by
the same name, and the grand opening
of the Black Loyalist Heritage Centre
in Birchtown, Nova Scotia, containing
artefacts from archaeological sites and
from the mini-series. We, who pursue the
story behind the facts, are the storytellers
for future generations.

Two of the feature articles in this
issue focus on the Maritime provinces:
Carleton’s Book of Negroes: A Ledger’s
Legacy, by Stephen Davidson UE, and
In the Wake of the Loyalists: Retracing
Their Path Across The Bay Of Fundy, by
Dr. RobertA. Liftig. | hope that after reading
about the names and places in these
two articles, you, the reader, will explore
this historic part of Canada sometime in
the future or next summer at the UELAC
Loyalists Lighthouses Lobsters annual
conference, on 07 to 10 July 2016 in
Summerside, Prince Edward Island.

* 2 - The Loyalist Gazette « «

Since the cost of postage has increased
almost by half, the editorial team is very
pleased thatincreased costs have not had
to be passed on to you, the reader. We
are, however, seeking advertisers at the
attractive rates listed on page 9.

Our submission deadlines are: January
15th and August 1st. Please submit text
as MS Word files and images in high
resolution, including your phone number
and e-mail address.

Our sincere thanks to the proofreading
team for this issue:

» Todd Braisted UE,

* Bev Craig UE,

 Stephen Davidson UE,

» Alex Lawrence UE,

* Bob McBride UE,

* Grietje McBride UE and

 Jacqueline Murdoch.

If you can help with this essential task,
please send me an e-mail.

Doug Grant UE is the editor of the
excellent UELAC e-mail newsletter,
Loyalist Trails. To subscribe, contact him
at: loyalist.trails “at” uelac.org. All paid-for
advertising for the Gazette should also
be sent to Doug.

The Loyalist Gazette, “the window to
the world for the UELAC,” may contain
viewpoints in some submissions that do
not necessarily reflect the philosophy of
the UELAC or this editor.

I am always thankful for your
feedback and suggestions to ensure
that we continue to maintain our high
quality.

Remember:

Teamwork Encourages

Active Members!

Loyally yours,

Robert Collins McBride (Bob)
UE, B.Sc., M.Ed., Editor.

Electronic Distribution of Articles

from The Loyalist Gazette:

All content in The Loyalist Gazette
is made available electronically, article-
by-article, for sale through a royalty
agreement with Thomson Gale. These
copies provide an additional way for the
general public to become aware of the
Association and the Gazette.

PLEASE

Send all magazine submissions to:
Robert Collins McBride UE, B.Sc., M.Ed.

E-mail: gazette.editor“at”nexicom.net
Please send other enquiries, address
changes, etc., to the Dominion Office
address on this page. Thank you.

Our annual subscription rates

for non-members (two issues a year) are:

Country 1 year 2 years 3 years
Canada Cdn.$16 Cdn.$30 Cdn.$43
USA U.S.$28 U.S.$54 U.S.$81

Contact head office for international rates.
Prices include mailing and handling. Please
make cheque or money order payable to:
United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada.
Mailitto: UELAC, The George Brown House,
50 Baldwin Street, Suite 202, Toronto, ON
Canada M5T 1L4. Phone: (416) 591-1783.
E-mail: uelac“at’uelac.org. Website:
www.uelac.org.

The UELAC has indexed The Loyalist
Gazette. This index is available at: http://
www.uelac.org/publications.php#index.
Please contact our office (see page 4) to
order copies of articles or back issues.

Black Loyalists were the cover story in our Spring
1990 issue. Portrayed is a Black Butler's Ranger,
the most famous of whom was Richard Pierpoint
who served from at least 1780. By 1788 Pierpoint
was located on a 200-acre (0.81 km2) land grant
on Twelve Mile Creek in Grantham Township near
present-day St. Catharines, where he served as
a griot [storyteller] for the local Black community.
Photo by Michael Johnson, Unexpected Co., 2015.

Design by
Unexpected
Company (1979)
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Behind the Scenes

Anne Redish UE,
UELAC Central East Regional Vice-President, 2015 — 2016

collage of interwoven layers,
reflections, echoes, memories.
No straight lines.

| spent my first months and later,
many weekends, in Thurlow, Ontario,
on a working, century-farm, with old
barn buildings mixed with new, and my
grandfather’s grafted fruit trees, together
with the outhouses, since the water-
consuming bathrooms were for bedtime,
and winter. Later, my grandparents’ new
highway house had a rain-water cistern.
Bathing in one inch of water, two girls
together, not like in town.

In the weekday city, the Belle-Ville,
we played dress-up, skated on the frozen
pond, learned about butterflies, trees and
lightning, from Dad, the naturalist, teacher
and later principal. Mom sewed velvet
Christmas dresses and so much more.

|
There were Christmas
horse-drawn sleigh rides

At the weekend farm, it was easy to
imagine earlier days: the war-time foster
children, our family here in the depression,
hearing how there was room, food, heat
and love for all. There was syrup making:
early-on horses pulled the wagon or
sled, later tractors pulled. There were
Christmas horse-drawn sleigh rides, and,
later, snowmobile rides. After the midday
dinners, we, in Sunday dresses, searched
for familiar faces among the snapshots.
Ross had taught this first grandchild how
to read, feed chickens, make cement,
use a lathe, dust tomatoes, and step on
the garden worms to launch the flying
innards. We stacked bales in the highest
peak of the barn and pail-fed calves. We
obeyed grandpa’s brother, the stern but
gentle great-uncle with Secord for his
middle name.

When we moved to far-away
Peterborough, the 1960s hadn’t yet paved
every parking lot. It was a “Native Triangle”:
Rice Lake’s Serpent Mounds, the Stoney

Lake Petroglyphs, and the Ojibwa Curve
Lake — Native history all around. We
enjoyed family car trips to both coasts,
Florida, Niagara, and time-travel-like
visits to Upper Canada Village and Lang
Pioneer Village near Keene.

Back in the summery country-time,
we splashed below the falling-down mill,
stepping through the powerful curtain of
water. Getting “squeaky-cheese” from
“our” factory, established by neighbours
long ago; before milk-quota; before the
chickens, pigs and horses left. Then,
naming more photos with Grandpa. Just
intime, almost done. Then he was gone.
| couldn’t cry. Soon came my grade-
school handwriting copying documents
at Toronto’s Ontario Archives, after the
R.O.M.’s day programme, years before
Xerox. Sitting on Dr. Burleigh’s porch
while they found proofs, or “picnics” in
graveyards, making rubbings of the faint
stones, all contributed to finding the gaps
that Grandpa hadn’t had time to tell.

Adam Scott, the high school and the
man: a pioneer settler. We tobogganed,
skied and skated. We babysat. Earlier
Brownies, Guides, and later Rangers,
leadership, solo camping, sewing our
own uniforms, using Mom’s lessons well.
Swimming, from zero to Junior Leader
in four years. Weeks-long adventures
at the cottage of friends, water and
wilderness. Later an in-ground pool,
and teaching the neighbour kids. Fewer
time-travels to the century-farm.

We explored the past, on a city
weekend, on the edge of town, the ruins
of a Victorian home and the midden, a
word | learned again later. Aslowly-rotting
leather child’s lace-up boot. Antique
glass bottles were harvested. Broken
china left behind. There, a few years
later, | found a name on a board. The
name was on a library map and in a
local history book about the city’s early
mayors. Scuba classes led to rescuing
bubbled glass treasures from murky
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shallows of former town river-dumps. | read Mary Stewart’s Arthurian legends.
Then llearned of the archaeology and the aerial-viewed field markings, revealing
clues of that past.

High-school French and Drama led to Queen’s ivy-covered heritage, at the
tip of the Shield. More drama led to Montreal at the National Theatre School
of Canada, focusing on Stage Management. An apprenticeship in Toronto,
then Montreal, Stratford, Grand Bend. Toronto theatre was interspersed with
courses to finish the BA, at York University: Arts and Literature in Early Canada;
Historical Geography: Settlement in Early Ontario. Driving a Children’s theatre
school tour van with actors and set, from Timmins to Alexandria, learning the
lay of this land. | was a Teacher’s Assistant at a City of York middle school,
where | was the visible minority, descended from earlier immigrants. | learned
as much as | taught.

With John Chard UE, the new Kawartha Branch was established; Dad
was President in 1979. Much later, just recently actually, Mom took her turn
as President. | learned much, by osmosis, and with their guidance. The 1984
Loyalist Lineages, Prindle, page 526.

More theatre, a fine young man, two summers, a wedding, a move to
Kingston to finish that B.Ed., while he taught theatre technology at Queen’s.
More theatre, then library staff work in a heritage building, one perky baby
boy, a move to a 1900-ish farm house, 30 minutes north, a lovely baby girl, a
great time at home with those two, then library work in “The Bay,” using the
early Internet for online librarian courses. Back to the King’s Town when the
first was ready for school.

At Queen’s Drama, | worked with emerging artists and teachers in quests
for skills in costuming and stage management. Twenty-ish years there passed
quickly with summers in Gananoque, Prince Edward County, or Millbrook, as
Costume Designer, or Stage Manager, interwoven with Drama Workshops
for children and youth at the Thousand Islands Playhouse near Gananoque,
Queen’s University enrichment programs, and more.

The kids visited the century-farm when they were young. It was sold out
of the family years ago. Grandma had to leave the highway-house, and has
since passed on. The adult kids are doing fine, both working in Alberta at things
they love. Recently, changes in my health have led me to find new paths, take
courses, volunteer in Queen’s University Archives, as well as teaching sewing
and English to new Canadians. | joined Kingston & District Branch in 2012,
serving as Branch Secretary since 2013 with Peter Milliken UE as President.
I've been Branch Genealogist since November 2014, when the loss of her
eyesight made it impossible for Eva to continue, and just recently was elected
Central East Regional Vice-President. No Straight lines for me!

Anne Louise Redish UE (nee Thompson, Lott, Sine, Smith, Prindle, Ranson,
Coon, Lockwood, Fraser, Dafoe, Barrager, Keller, Grass, Wartman, Cartwright
and more. Ernestown, Fredericksburgh, and Kingston) (Underlined are proven
by a family member.)

T g BN

Anne Redish UE selects tickets from a hat at Adolphustown, Ontario. The gentlemen
are, from left: Capt. Alex Lawrence UE, Peter Johnson UE, Major David Moore UE
(seated), Lt. Col. Reg James. Photo: 24 May 2015 by Don Galna UE.
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Ihe UELAC Loyalist

Scholarship

Awarded by The UELAC

r I \ he UELAC Loyalist Scholarship
can be awarded to any graduate
student who is interested in

researching in the Loyalist era on a

subject that will benefit the UELAC.

Masters (2 years) and PhD (3 years)

students will be awarded $2,500 per

year. Upon graduation, the thesis must
be presented to the Association.

The President and Scholarship
Committee members will review
the application with its summary of
intended study area and decide who
should receive the award.

To be eligible:

a) the student must intend to
use the award in the academic year
following the receipt of the award and
use the money for fees and books;

b) the student must provide a
succinctly-written research proposal
to the United Empire Loyalists’
Association of Canada Scholarship
Committee in which he/she sets forth
his/herinterestin the Loyalists before
receiving the award. An interview may
be scheduled.

Priority will be given to a student of
proven Loyalist descent. The United
Empire Loyalists’ Association of
Canadareserves the rightto award the
Scholarship at its sole discretion.

Preference may be given to
students who have taken an under-
graduate degree in history and to
students at universities in Canada.

For more information about this
scholarship and an application form
please see the UELAC website:
www.uelac.org/scholarship.php.

Application is due by 28 February
each year, at Dominion Office,
The George Brown House, 50 Baldwin
St., Suite 202, Toronto, ON M5T 1L4.

—Bonnie Schepers UE,
Chairperson of the
UELAC Scholarship.
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vencPresident’s
Message

By Barb Andrew UE

ver the years, your Dominion Council
has toiled diligently in a number of areas.
Extensive work has been done in finance
and investments with very positive results.
Complying with the Canadian Government
“Not for Profit Legislation” involved expertise from many.
Updating and rewriting of policies required countless hours
of work by numerous volunteers. The many projects relating
to the celebration of the UELAC centenary required much
planning and execution by many members in every branch.
These areas required attention, and conscientious members
saw them to fruition. For many volunteers this was almost a
full time commitment. On behalf of all of us involved in this
great Association, | want to say “THANK-YOU”! Your efforts
have been, and continue to be, very much appreciated.

As the incoming Dominion President, my message is
simple. In order for the UELAC to grow and the memory of
the contributions of the United Empire Loyalists and their
descendants to survive, we must embrace change. It is my
goal to work in an open and cooperative manner with my
fellow-officers and members of the Executive Committee.

The UELAC is a lineage/genealogy-based associa-
tion. During this transition period with the new Dominion
Genealogist at the helm of that area, we can, and should,
expect some changes that will hold the UELAC in good
stead in the years ahead.

A Dominion Archivist has been appointed and work is well
underway in the creation of a Dominion Archives Mission Statement
and a Dominion Archives Vision Statement.

As we move toward the year 2017, and the 150" anniversary of
Confederation, | am hopeful we will all work to increase the visibility
of this great Association. Our mission will be to find innovative
ways to communicate to Canadians the many contributions that
the original United Empire Loyalists and their descendants have
made in so many areas that have influenced the history of Canada
pre- and post-Confederation. Recently a UELAC “Canada 150"
committee has been put in place. Please contribute ideas to them
as they “hit the ground running,” planning events leading up to
and including 2017.

Each and every Dominion President that has preceded me has
put his or her own mark on the Association. Each one has taken
on the role with a vision. My vision is to see the United Empire
Loyalists’ Association of Canada grow our membership. Retention
is key, and personal contact is the most effective promotion tool
we can use!

I’'m convinced that if we labour together we can build on an
incredible foundation and legacy. | am committed to working with
every member to make the UELAC more responsive to those in
need of our services in the genealogical resource areas, more
engaged with younger generations, and more beneficial to our
members. Please support me in these efforts and contribute as
you are able.

Thus far, | have used the pronoun numerous times, but
there is no “I” in TEAM. Let’'s make a joint TEAM effort to increase
our membership across this great Dominion that stretches from
sea to sea to sea.

| am confident that if we all share the vision and contribute to
the workload, we will reap great benefits that will resultin increased
visibility and growth.

—Loyally, Barb Andrew UE, UELAC Dominion President.

Niagara 1812 at War

Thanks to Cosmo Condina for the photo on our

ulu

back cover. He follows re-enactments and has

published a book about them, described as:

132 pages of vivid photography by Cosmo Condina captures
battle re-enactments and daily camp life at Niagara'’s forts.
Follow the battles of the War of 1812 in the Niagara region,
plus information
on re-enactments,
the forts, First

Nations, and
more with text
contributions by:
Bob Andrews,
Stan Lapinski, Zig
Misiak, and Matt
Straw. Published
by Mr. Books.
Printed in Canada.

Look for our
review next issue.
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W

AL AN FROOTIEE

PHIOTLAPHT Y
COSMO CONDINA
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Annual Meeting 2016 = Summeralde PEI w

he monument shown, placed by the Abegweit*
UELAC Branchin 1987, stands proud and strong,
commemorating the Loyalist ancestors of our
past. (*Abegweit, the Aboriginal name for Prince
Edward Island, means “cradled on the waves.”)

This island’s small population, independent since 1769,
was increased by about 500 Loyalists who were part of the
evacuation of New York in 1783. Some came directly and
others via Port Roseway (Shelburne) N.S. The Loyalists who
settled on Isle St. John, now Prince Edward Island, had a
difficult time getting clear title, from the British, to the land
they were granted.

Their monument stands on the perimeter of the spacious
grounds of the Loyalist Country Inn Resort, one of the Lakeview
Hotels and Resorts in Summerside, Prince Edward Island —
and the site of the 2016 Dominion Conference.

Since the entire hotel has been booked for the duration
of the Conference, it is now accepting reservations. There
are eighty (80) rooms available, each at the conference rate
of $139.00 per night. Since the entire venue is
reserved, online registration is not an option.
You MUST call direct. Phone: 902-436-3333, call
toll free: 877-355-3500, or fax: 902-436-4304.
The phone numbers are also on the inn’s web
page. Tell them you are booking for the United
Empire Loyalist Conference. Optional locations
are being investigated.

Transportation options include WestJet with
a 10 percent discount for flights to Charlottetown
between 06 and 17 July for Conference
attendees.

The Conference will kick off on Thursday, a
day earlier than in the past. Thursday morning
begins with reqgistration at 9:00 a.m. in the parlour/
display room, and the membership meeting will
commence at 10:00 a.m., lasting for two hours.
The genealogists’ meeting will begin Thursday
afternoon at 1:00 p.m. and continue until 4:00
p.m. The speakers and specific rooms will be
announced later.

Following the Thursday meetings and some
resttime, there will be a traditional reception from
7:00t0 10:00 p.m. with finger food and a cash bar.

Weather permitting, the reception may be held outside
on the lawn near the Loyalist monument. There is a very
L. o “ pleasant hospitality suite in the hotel for regrouping or
I = mini-meetings. There is also the Prince William Room
restaurant and lounge that is open daily. The hotel
has a pool and spa and is wheelchair accessible. The
many amenities are listed on its website: https://www.
lakeviewhotels.com/hotels/summerside/

Friday will begin with reqistration in the parfour.
There will also be display tables that include a silent
auction, a ticket sales basket from the UELAC Branches
of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island, an authors’ table, and Dominion promotion
items, etc. There is a wall-screen in this room.
Anyone who wishes to project pictures of
past conferences from their laptop can
make arrangements for the
necessary equipment with
advance notice.

An extensive bus
tour will take us to
visit the museum
at Badeque that

* 8 * The Loyalist Gazette « *



includes a Loyalist section designed by the Abegweit Branch.
Following this, we will visit the Anne of Green Gables House
and grounds, stopping afterwards at Cavendish Beach for a
brown bag lunch. We will then visit other local attractions before
returning to the Loyalist Country Inn.

On Friday evening, a buffet-style lobster dinner is planned
in the Empire Room, which can accommodate 200 or more
guests. There will be entertainment and greetings from UELAC
officials.

Saturday morning is the AGM followed by the Dominion
Council meeting. This will take place in the Empire Room where
there is ample space and audio visual equipment.

During the afternoon, three guest speakers, specializing in
the Loyalist genealogy of the Maritime Provinces, will conduct
seminars. The Empire Room will be the venue for Saturday
evening’s gala dinner and entertainment. The special guest
speaker will be the renowned author and educator, Terrence M.
Punch CM, FRSAI, FIGRS, from Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Atraditional conference church service will be held on Sunday
morning at St. Peter’s Anglican Cathedral in Charlottetown,
followed by a light lunch. Then it will be goodbye to friends old
and new once again for another year. More details coming soon
in the Loyalist Trails newsletters near you.

The Loyalist Gazette
is now Digital !

he UELAC semi-annually publishes The
TLoyaIist Gazette magazine. As a member
of the UELAC, or as a subscriber to the
Gazette, you can get it in digital form:
earlier when the paper version goes to the
mailing house,
in colour, not just the front and back covers,
but all pages,
enjoy the advantages a digital copy offers
when reading,
help reduce costs by saving on paper,

printing and mailing.

If you haven't previously requested the current
issue of The Loyalist Gazette just go to Request the
Digital Version on the UELAC website: http://www.
uelac.org/Loyalist-Gazette/GazetteSubscribe.php.

Several past issues of The Loyalist Gazette
are available to the general public on-line. Just
click on this icon on the UELAC web site.

We would appreciate any feedback about the
digital copies to the webmaster“at’uelac.org and
gazette.editor“at’nexicom.net.

—Robert Collins McBride UE, B.Sc., M.Ed., (Bob)
UELAC Publications Chairperson and Editor of
The Loyalist Gazette

are you ks
reading this?

7

Are you & publisher,
genealogist, researcher?

| “Better to spend money
| advertising than (ose money not.

n

Rates: Note Ad layout: V = Vertical, H = Horizontal
I e Full page, V (8 x 10 in.) = $ 500.00
| Half page, H (8 x 5) = $ 300.00

* Quarter page, V (4 x 5) =$175.00

I Multi-issue discounts:

* A 20% discount applies to orders for advertise-
I ments that will appear in multiple issues.

Business card, H (3.8 x 2.3) =$ 100.00

B Deadlines:
| e Spring issue 15 January

e Fall issue 01 August

| Please contact: Doug Grant UE:
loyalist.trails“at”"uelac.org
| $720 - 112 George St., Toronto ON,

l M5A 2M5 Canada.
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Carleton’s Book of Negroes: A Ledger’s Legacy

By Stephen Davidson UE

hie Black Loyalists
of the American
Revolutionnumbered
between eight and ten
thousand — more
than all of the Loyalists who
settled in Upper Canada. Onein
ten Loyalist refugees who arrived
in the Maritime Provinces were
of African descent —a population
of four thousand. The names
and circumstances of over two
thousand Black Loyalists who
left New York City in 1783 can
be foundin a ledger known as the
Book of Negroes. Commissioned
by Sir Guy Carleton, this
ledger also includes the names
of slaves of Loyalists and
indentured African servants. An
invaluable tool to genealogists
and fistorians, the Book of
Negroes was the inspiration for
an award-winning novelas well
as a television mini-series.

*10 * The Loyalist Gazette « «

The headquarters of the British forces since 1776, New York City
became a haven for thousands of white and black Loyalists as the
American Revolution drew to its end. Evacuating the British army
and its support services was a daunting task. Added to this was the
ever-swelling number of loyal refugees who required transportation
to sanctuary in other parts of the British Empire. Sir Guy Carleton
could be forgiven for feeling that he had been given a “great and
complicated business.” No one had told him that he would also
have to decide on the fate of thousands of escaped slaves. Were
they Patriot property or emancipated Loyalists?

The peace treaty that enumerated the conditions to end of
the War of Independence included Article 7 which stated that “All
Hostilities both by Sea and Land shall from henceforth cease all
prisoners on both sides shall be set at Liberty and His Britannic
Majesty shall with all convenient Speed and without Causing any
destruction or carrying away any Negroes or other Property of the
American Inhabitants withdraw all its Armies, Garrisons, and Fleets,
from the said United States.”

The American Patriots considered that all freedom-seeking
slaves who had crossed British lines during the Revolution were
nothing more than property, property that should be returned at
the end of hostilities. However, as early as 1775, Lord Dunmore,
the royal governor of Virginia, had promised emancipation to any
Patriot’s slave who served the crown for a minimum of a year. Having
lost the war, would the British honour their promise or soothe ruffled
feathers and hand the slaves back to their Patriot owners?

Fortunately for the Black Loyalists, Carleton was a principled
man. “Property,” to him, meant those Africans owned by Patriots
when the peace treaty was signed. Any man or woman who had

The Book of Negroes TV mini-series.
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responded to the British offer of freedom
before 1783 was no longer “property” but
a free person. “The Negroes in question”
said Carleton “I found free when | arrived
at New York, | had therefore noright, as |
thought, to prevent their going to any part
of the world they thought proper.”

Although Patriots argued with
Carleton’s interpretation, they could
not dissuade him from making (in his
words) “a notorious breach of public
faith.” To assure the Americans that he
was only evacuating Black Loyalists and
the slaves of Loyalists, Carleton notified
the Patriots that he was establishing a
ledger in which his officers would record
the names and circumstances of every
person of African descent leaving New
York City during 1783.

If the British government sided with the
Patriots’ interpretation of “property” in the
months following the Loyalist evacuation,
slave owners could refer to the Book of
Negroes. They could then demand the
return of their slaves or receive financial
compensation for them. The British

Secretary of State later said that the
rescue of Black Loyalists was “certainly
an act of justice due to them from us”
and thatit could in no way be deemed an
infraction of the peace treaty. As it turned
out, no former slave was ever returned
because of the Book of Negroes.

The Book of Negroes lists the details
of 2,744 Africans who were evacuated
in over a hundred ships between April
and November of 1783. While giving
historians invaluable information about
the occupations, ages, colonies of
enslavement, years of service to the
crown, and the destinations of Black
Loyalists, the ledger does not record
data on every African who left the United
States. Hundreds of unrecorded Black
Loyalists left Charleston and Savannah
in 1782. Others travelled on merchant
vessels and troop ships. Historians’
conservative estimate for the number
of Black Loyalists who left New York in
1783 is at least four thousand, about
half of which are recorded in the_Book

of Negroes.

/)/’:r/fr// / Sreer 1?\. / /xf» e L(.u ,// rsdf 2/

Promising them their freedom, Lord
Dunmore, the last Royal Governor
of Virginia, called on the slaves of
Patriots to leave their masters and

join his army in November 1775.

So although Carleton’s ledger can
only give historians a glimpse into the
lives of some of those who were part of
the greatest slave emancipation in early
American history, it is nevertheless an
important document. Despite being over
two hundred and thirty years old, historians
have only tapped the Book of Negroes in
the past forty years. Early 20" century
scholars knew nothing of it, and therefore
made guesses about which passengers
on a Loyalist ship’s manifest were of
African descent. Esther Clark Wright, who
made such an incredibly detailed study of
American refugees in her 1955 classic,
The Loyalists of New Brunswick, does not

>« Fall 201511 -



mention the Book of Negroes, while Robin
Weeks only refers to an unidentified ledger
in his 1971 book, The Blacks in Canada.
However, by the mid-1970s scholars
could search through microfilm versions
of the ledger that had been purchased by
provincial and university archives. The two
original copies of the 156-page Book of
Negroes can be found in Britain and the
United States, but keen researchers can
access transcripts of the ledger at several
Internet websites.

A very quick review of Carleton’s
ledger reveals a host of fascinating details.
The Black Loyalists who are listed in its
pages often served the Crown for the
entire Revolution, acting as trumpeters,
drummers, sailors, shoemakers and
teamsters. They originated in every colony
with the exception of New Hampshire.
One ship sailed away with a passenger
list that was 38% men, 28% women and
33% children. Its youngest passenger was
three weeks old; its oldest was seventy.
Evacuation ships carrying Black Loyalists
sailed to Nova Scotia’s Port Roseway,
Port Mouton, Fort Cumberland, Annapolis
Royal and the mouth of the St. John River.
Others found new homes in six different
German states, Quebec, and Abaco in
the Bahamas.

The ledger, compiled by Carleton’s
staff from the spring to the fall of 1783,
reveals the racism of the day, referring
to Black Loyalists as rascals, quadroons,
mulattos, mustees and wenches. Only
seven females were given the dignity of
being called women.

In the Book of Negroes, one can find
twenty-year-old Deborah and forty-three
year-old Henry, two slaves who had
escaped from their master, George
Washington. Forty-seven children found
in the ledger ran away from the horrors
of slavery before they were thirteen. The
name of one Black Loyalist who boarded
the Clinton is later found among men
petitioning the New Brunswick government
for land. However, by that point in time
he was also using his original African
name, Corankapone. Freedom as a
Loyalist meant freedom to be known by
his own name.

*12 - The Loyalist Gazette « «

By cross-referencing the letters that
Sir Guy Carleton received in New York
City with the Book of Negroes, one can
discover a number of stories with happy
endings. Judith Jackson alerted the British
commander-in-chief that a slave hunter
from Virginia planned to take her back
to the plantation from which she had
escaped seven years earlier. She had
married a Black Loyalist named James
who had served the Crown as a river
pilot. The couple had an eight year-old
son. What became of Judith? The list
of Black Loyalists that boarded the ship
Ann for Port Roseway tells the tale. All
three members of Judith Jackson’s family
escaped to freedom.

Another letter that Carleton received
contained a very poignant request.
James Peters, a Loyalist bound for the
St. John River, had a slave named Cairo.
She was married to a free Black Loyalist
named Pompey Rumney. Rumney was
Carleton’s servant. Would the British
commander-in-chief allow his employee
to accompany his enslaved wife in the
Loyalist evacuation? Book of Negroes
records that among the passengers
aboard the Alexanderwere James Peters,
his slave Cairo, and Pompey “on his own
bottom. Born free.” But the story does
not end there. Thirty-seven years later the

HENRY MORE SMITH

The Mysterious Stranger

probate records of New Brunswick note
that James Peters ordered that Cairo (still
a slave) “be kindly treated and provided
with every necessity,” while her husband,
Pompey, should also be “kindly treated
and provided for if required.” Despite
slavery, love had endured.

For the white Loyalist descendant
brave enough to confront the possibility
that his/her ancestors might have been
slave owners, the Book of Negroes can
provide many missing pieces in the family
genealogy. In fact, Carleton’s ledger
provides more information on individual
Black Loyalists than can usually be discov-
ered for White Loyalists. Details such as
height, scars, physical handicaps, speech
impediments, deafness and blindness, as
well as the colony of origin, are scattered
throughout the ledger.

If a white ancestor’s name is in the
Book of Negroes, that Loyalist either
owned African slaves or accompanied
Black Loyalists on their journey. (These
sponsors or escorts are found in a column
of the ledger that was titled “the persons
in whose possessions they now are”).
Next to that ancestor’s name will be the
name of the ship, its captain and when
it sailed.

For example, the descendants of
Captain Nathan Frink might only know
that the New York Loyalist settled in St.
Stephen, New Brunswick. By referring to
the Book of Negroes, those descendants
will discover that the Frinks left New York
City on the Elizabeth under the command
of Captain Watson on 18 September 1783,
sailing for the mouth of the St. John River.
They will discover that Frink’s wife had
been a Cuyler because the ledger says
her mother gave her a 16-year-old slave.
The Frinks also bought a seven-year-old
girl before leaving Staten Island. Too much
information?

The Book of Negroes can be the
starting point for a family’s story. The
entry for Gabriel Johnson records that
he was a slave in New Jersey. When he
died almost twenty years later, the probate
records of New Brunswick note that he
left his wife enough of an estate that she
was able to bequeath a house, land and
belongings to other Black Loyalist women.
Jack Patterson was an indentured servant
when he arrived in New Brunswick. After
completing his indenture, he became
a farmer, capturing the colony’s most
wanted criminal who had been hiding in
his shed. This achievement is recorded
in the first international best-selling book
to be written by a Loyalist, Walter Bates’
The Mysterious Stranger.




By comparing the passenger lists in the Book of Negroes withthe names ~ Sample page from Aurora a ship mentioned in the Book
of those who sailed for Sierra Leone in 1792, one can see which Black of Negroes, bound for Port Roseway, late April 1783.
Loyalists sought better lives outside of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
Unfairly treated by colonial officials, almost 1200 Black Loyalists, many b —_—
of them evacuees from New York City in 1783, became the first settlers [ [ |
of West Africa’s Sierra Leone. Corankapone and Harry Washington, y : .
mentioned earlier in this article, were among the founding fathers of the B ey AR V72 Lot oo

free black colony. g —
! X - 7 ba ":-.//;.'-J
stories of brave escapes, family reunions, romance  F e A | 93]
and faithful service to a distant Crown P £ o
] i ')"j b s
The Book of Negroes is “just” a ledger that lists the names and brief ! bl a
descriptions of former slaves, and yet within its frail pages there is the tip | B A i
of a fascinating historical iceberg. A single name can be the first step in |‘ 4 J' ‘f_ / ; ;
compiling an epic story. For the genealogist and historian willing to commit | iellprom ' @ "?’5”” [
time to sift through the Book of Negroes, there are grains of gold to be £ tud -'f"_j"‘rf"-” i R A {
found: stories of brave escapes, family reunions, romance and faithful Ay Somnr 1, fﬂf s
service to a distant Crown. It was created by a wily general as a means § 4;':{.: Hnr ,II 23| s I
to rescue loyal subjects, but has become one of the primary documents VAo dsttn }”‘ a4 |
of the Loyalist era. This is the legacy of Carleton’s ledger, the Book of g;#:l{),{_‘;u ;.,;} i
Negroes. . L4 »_/:-)///7;1\ L L) 1:/ il oo 7 Do, o f'8 ;/r-z"nf
£ y
Editor-s Nllle: ,,f;;;/i;/ﬁ) . {d- /ﬂz!/. f/ﬂ /?/.-1 ;ﬂ o
- F A7 P P i f:"’: fime Aree
eaders mightlike to know thatin 1807, the British Parliament passed Zas A N AF e
Rlegislation to abolish the slave trade in 1808. In the United States, |, 7. .. ,4"/4 s,
abolition of the slave trade also took effect in 1808. It was not until lidnadeon flargoe | '9;»/ V2

01 August 1834, that slavery itself was finally abolished in Canada and
the rest of the British Empire. The Thirteenth Amendment of the United
States Constitution officially abolished slavery in the U.S.A. in 1865. Thus,
pockets of emancipation in various regions did not mean freedom for

. _5:-.'-’ {4/(7/: #FEr ' b n( ff'u —(m {rr/,ff.-'\f ot #;g/
,_}",&.fa_rd‘ Z.’I/ . ﬁ’ // Frd .r
I :ﬂ/" f{(f | .;"-} wd P L _’_J/p,"/yf,,, ,j-'::

7 | Sl
slaves until these later dates. Dunmore’s Proclamation of 1775 does not .*”6‘:’ boews | 0 ’z‘_“,{‘%" ]
state any reference to length of service required by Negroes in order to I'/:Z‘ﬂﬁ‘:’ﬂ lf"i‘; /Zﬁ-‘ ﬁ

obtain their freedom. — Robert C. McBride UE, based on research notes

|
for The Book of Negroes, by novelist, Lawrence Hill, and further research 4 Aee Hhoers W e | e I

gi_jf.ﬁw)/,m | 2| w4

conducted by this Editor. : 1
Our excellent proofreaders sometimes question the historical content ;“‘4{“"' e & | A
of articles. In this article, the author removed the phrase "within the lines” |14/ | 2 NStk )”‘:"”'”"(f"‘//ﬁ A ypea
on the advice of historian and author Todd Braisted who commented: (log o Jorens i' Wl el . ”f? L ppoaer o oy
“Enlistment in anything other than local militia throughout the British lines  Eomar Soamsir ! il il W
was entirely voluntarily. Many Loyalist refugees, black and white, removed 1 '/”’{’fﬁ’” R Mt Hinck
"within the British lines" during the course of the war. In no way does ||! ’"’f’f'”””"f” |
that phrase equate to service. Indeed, the post-war Loyalist claims have /»-"-/m g | L. lfﬁ-f&{f’w
scores of examples of people using the phrase "within the lines" simply to ./_,‘;:M fffﬂ'@» onl| %0 oMtttk et » St Bypcarsd £
differentiate that they did not reside amongst the Rebels during the conflict. :fﬁirﬁz"z—.»_,z.-[ | 22} oot ,:‘4,,./5,,.,.4, ol
Once within the British lines, they could work or serve as they chose. L ffenorion . || D |
Many phrases during that time should not be taken too literally. Another WARSVE N ) I
common expression used in the claims was "did everything in their power" /:M N R
to assist the British. This too is rather meaningless and most commonly ‘ m. .;»m/’f' 2 :2"’ ottt ;?/:J/w"”’f"
used by those who in fact did the least. For those looking for detailed \par Mz |27 ) it
information on the service of Black Loyalists in the American Revolution, /«‘,}4.. Adren iﬂ'ﬁ" it oD i 38 f/mr,r%:
| would recommend my chapter in Moving On: Black Loyalists in the Aty Mtams |56 NSt e
Afro-Atlantic World (Garland Press, 1999.)" M’ I N
—Todd W. Braisted UE, Honorary Vice-President, UELAC T L
Our own UELAC Historian added: fy’“_”s ) j)/ /jz
“With all due respect to the author, and recognizing the expertise ;}‘“}"’éf ); ’(/‘:
of the proofreader, one has to take care with references to "within the e e I :
British lines." While such a phrase could include individuals who joined ot sl ] R

the British military, it applies equally to Loyalist women, children and B B N 32| 22
the elderly who sought sanctuary in British-controlled areas. It's not { Ay Poen e .
proof of service.” —Peter Johnson UE. 17 | pd

{d”ﬂ-ﬁ"ﬁ;mduﬁ e P
g

b SRR

«+Fall2015+13 -



RPER..ayhem

Among the Descendants of Adam Young UE

By Robert Collins McBride
UE, B.Sc., M.Ed.

(A) Some Family Background:

Adam Young UE, born on 17 May
1717 in Fuchsendorf [Foxtown] on the
Schoharie River in the Province of New
York, the son of Johann Theobald Jung
and Maria Catharina Schneider, was a
Loyalist in the American Revolution.

As a 63 year-old man with consider-
able farming experience, Adam Young
was given a discharge by Colonel John
Butlerin 1780 so that he could establish
a farm on the west side of the Niagara
River and supply the garrison with food.
Adam Young was given a plot of land in
1780, described as Lot 27, immediately
west of the “Rangers Barrick.”

On 25 August 1782, Colonel John
Butler took the first census of the
settlement at Niagara, including Adam
Young and his wife. Adam is recorded
as having 2 horses, 2 cows, 12 acres of
Indian corn, 15 acres of potatoes, and
4 acres of cleared land.

By 1783, Adam Young had cleared 18
acres of land, had a house measuring 18
feetby 15 feet, a barn 20 feet by 18 feet,
5acres of corn, 4 acres in fall wheat and
4 acres in spring wheat. He also had two
horses, three cows, two young cattle,
two calves, and two swine. !
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Thus Adam Young was among the
first sixteen families in the first census of
whatis now the Province of Ontario, and
one of the first sixteen families to settle in
this province, as indicated by Lieutenant-
Colonel E. Cruikshank who stated:

“The settlement at Niagara actually
preceded that at the Bay of Quinte by
nearly four years. The only previous
attempt to cultivate the soil on the
western bank of the Niagara River by
white men was that made by LaSalle
in the summer of 1679, as recorded
by Hennepin. As the French portage
was subsequently established on the
opposite shore, no effort was made
to continue this early attempt at
gardening.” 2

However, when General Frederick
Haldimand, Governor of Quebec, in
1783 gave orders for Lieutenant William
Tinling, an Assistant Engineer in the 29t
Regiment, to be dispatched to Niagara,
3 one of Tinling’s responsibilities was to
extend the land reserved for the Crown
north of the Garrison Line westward to
the Four Mile Creek. This would take
in the small village of Butlersburg and
Lot 27, occupied by Adam Young UE.
Forced to leave the land that he’d cleared
on the west bank of the Niagara River,
Adam Young UE joined his married son,
Lieutenant John Young UE. John had
been a member of the Indian Department
during the Revolution with his good friend,
Chief Joseph Brant. Brant had given John
Young a tract of land on the banks of the
Grand River approximately one mile in
area immediately after the Revolution.
When Adam Young UE and his married
sons, Sergeant Daniel Young UE and
Henry Young UE joined John, the Young
Tract was expanded by Chief Joseph
Brantto encompass approximately three
square miles on the east bank of the
Grand River. Within a year, the Youngs
were joined by Hendrick Nelles UE and
his two sons, Robert Nelles and Johann
Warner Nelles, on the Nelles Tract.

Johann Warner Nelles, son of
Hendrick Nelles UE, married Elizabeth
Young, the fifth child of Lieutenant John
Young UE, the couple living on a portion
of the Nelles Tract on the Grand River.
Their third child was Warner Henry Nelles,
born 02 May 1799.

Henry Young UE and Phoebe Van
Every, lived on the Young Tract adjacent
to the Nelles Tract on the Grand River.
They were the parents of Peter Young,
born about 1794.

This then brings us to murder and
mayhem among these Young and Nelles
families on the banks of the Grand River.
The event took place on 10 November
1822, when Peter Young was about
age 28 and Warner Henry Nelles was
age 23.

(B) Peter Young murdered
by Warner Henry Nelles,
10 November 1822:

It has already been established
that the only white settlers for miles
around from the 1780s to the 1830s
were the Nelles and Youngs on their
respective tracts of land on the east
bank of the Grand River. Thus, when
the two families decided to celebrate,
it was with these two families together.
Numerous intermarriages had occurred
between the Nelles and Youngs during
those times and so cousins met with
cousins to celebrate those special
occasions.

Atone of these celebrations, however,
peace and harmony were not to be the end
product of the evening’s festivities.

Perhaps the best account of the
events that unfolded on that fateful
night of 10 November 1822 is provided
by the petition of Warner Henry Nelles,
the perpetrator of the death of Peter
Young, written at Newark on 24 January
1823.

(Note: the following is an exact
transcription of this petition, spelling
and grammar being unaltered):



Government House

February 4, 1823

Sir

I have received the commands of His Execellency [sic]

The L' Governor to request that the enclosed petition of Warner H. Nelles may receive the consideration of the Hon Executive Council
at its first meeting —

1 have the Honor to be
Sir
Your most obedient
Humble Servant
[signed] P. Maitland

The Hon. The M Justice as Presiding Councillor His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland Knight Commander of the most honorable
Military order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor In and over the Province of Upper Canada, and Major General Commanding His
Majesty Forces therein &c &c &c

The Petition of Warner H. Nelles now a Prisoner In the Gaol of the District of Niagara

Humbly Sheweth —

That on the night of the 9 & 10" of November Last your Petitioner was at a party of pleasure at the house of a Mr. John Young on the
Grand River in the District of Niagara, at which one Peter Young now deceased was also present — That in the early part of the Evening
some altercation took place between the said Peter Young and Your Petitioner, but harmony was after wards restored. That after the
dance had ended your Petitioner retired to rest, — that about two of clock in the morning the said Peter Young came to the room where
your Petitioner was, and several times in a most provoking and insulting manner indeavoured to pull him out of bed: — that upon the
family being thereby disturbed the owner of the house ordered the said Peter Young away, — who before he retired however again not
only grossly insulted, but actually afsaulted your Petitioner, and even threatened to Knock out his brains with an Iron-bound neck-Yoke
which he held in his hand — That your Petitioner was but too much inflamed at his wanton and vicious conduct, and having warned
him that he should chastise him for his insolence and brutality, hastily put on his shoes, and immediately, in the heat of indignation,
hastened after the said Peter Young, whom he was unfortunately prompted to strike on the left side of the head, with your Petitioner thinks
his open hand; and most certainly with no other intention than to punish him for the injuries he had previously borne with becoming
forebearance. That on receiving this blow the said Peter Young sunk gently to the floor, but neither your Petitioner or the by standers
conceived him to be hurt. And it is with sentiments of deepest contrition and concern that your Petitioner adds this inconsiderate this
slight strike proved too fatal, and that the death of the unhappy man immediately insued.

Your Petitioner Cannot describe to your Excellency the feelings of remorse, horror, and despair which wrung his Soul on discover-
ing the appalling catastrope — He did all that remained in his power to restore annimation, and applied his utmost efforts in the vain
endeavour to revive the deceased; till convinced that no human skill and avail he left the sickening scene. He can testify before Heaven
that no hatred or malice towards the deceased ever dwelt in his breast, or actuated him at the fatal moment — that he was solely driven
by the ibultition of his pafsion to raise his hand at all, and then with no other view than to inflict moderate chastisement for accumulated
wrongs — and that the blow the neck [?], was not violent, nor sent with such unusual force as in ordinary circumstances to endanger
the safety of a fellow Creature — Your Petitioner begs further to represent that has Since understood the deceased was affected with
a complaint on that side of his neck and head, and that to some imposthumi cause thereby he principally ascribes the deplorable
consequences of his ill-timed correction.

That a Coroners Inquest was immediately held upon the Body, when the Jurors returned that the deceased came to his death by the
hand of your Petitioner, but did not determine the legal character of his offence nor find the stroke to have been either murdrously,
or simply feloniously given — That an immediate process followed the Verdict, but your Petitioner remained at full liberty, and might
have fled had he deemed flight necefsary to his safety. — But on the Contrary thereof however your Petitioner felt so conscious that the
unhappy homicide was an undesigned and accidental event, that no blow was aimed by him with any malignant or felonious mind — no
arm raised in malice or depravity of heart: — that his general character, and particular conduct in this malancholy matter, could not
in the strictest scrutiny of the Law raise any well grounded suspicion of guilt; — but that the hapless act was induced alone under
the excitement of ungovernable invitation, with the sole and only purpose of imposing moderate punishment for past aggression, and
extending to bodily harm and therefore in the humanity of the Law suseptible of indulgent consideration, that your Petitioner revolted
at the idea of Escape and resolved to repose in the Justice of his Country — Confident that his offence could not in the most aggravated
point of View execed that of Manslaughter, and convinced that when favorable circumstances operate on behalf of the accused, and good
and simple security can be obtained Bail (in the spirit of the constitution is seldom refused by His Majesty Superior Criminal Courts,
in the sound and judicious exercise of the discretionary powers vested in them for attaining the ends of Justice without the semblance
of opprefsion, Your Petitioner felt no apprehension for the event, and in the fullest Confidence that the benignity of the Brittish Laws
would Deal lenientty with him, voluntarily surrendered himself to a Magistrate of the Niagara District on the 4" of December last, and
was thereupon committed to his present Confinement — ...

It is with the deepest regret your Petitioner informs Your Excellency that the two applications for Bail, (advocated by the peculiarities
of his case and the known regard of our laws to the liberty of the Subject, when consistent with the true ends of justice), have proved
fruitlefs, two of the three Judges of His Majestys Court of Kings Bench, not thinking that the circumstances of your Petitioners misfortune
called upon them to exercise their discretion in his favor, tho the other learned Judge entertained Contrary sentiments.

Your Petitioner need not say this unexpected termination of his hopes has not only destroyed his confidence, but driven him almost
to dispair in the prospect of a protracted misery by Eight Months longer imprisonment in a gloomy Prison. He could notwithstanding in
conscious innocence on the one occasion, combined with a pleasing retrospect upon his past years, find strength and firmness to bear
against the unlooked for trial did now but individual considerations press upon him, yet (altho he has an unsullied reputation to rest upon,
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and is almost every acquaintance a friend
to cheer and support him in this period of
probation) when he reflects that in addition
to its threatening to blight the cheering
prospects of his early life, and disappoint
his expectations of future advancement, two
aged Parents are rendered inconsolable
at this inauspicious visitation of Divine
Providence whose tears of affliction are
daily flowing at the recollection of his
fate, and whose gray hairs may thereby
be hastened with sorrow to the dust; your
Petitioners heart sinks within him, his
energies desert him And the heart-rending
contemplation of beloved Parents and
valued friends thus deeply wounded and
disturbed in their happinefs so subdues him,
that he looks in vain for that fortitude which
should mark and dignify his resignation—In
this his deep affliction he approaches your
Excellency not in the language of complaint,
but of prayer and supplication in the humble
trust of meeting with merciful relief at Your
Exellencys hands. — He begs to remind your
Excellency that with the exception of the
Home District commissions of Gaol Delivery
are opened but once a year throughout the
Province, wherefore Persons committed for
offences supposed in actual are frequently
exposed to a rigid confinement of many
Months then finally acquitted — and to
add that for the best purposes it is left in
your Excellencys power to issue them more
frequently, or upon Special occasions when
in Your Excellencys wisdom it may Seem
Meet. In the most earnest hope therefore
that in consideration of the distant Jurors
of the Niagara Afsises, — in consideration
of the wholly unintended and purely acci-
dental death so unhappily caused by your
Petitioner in an impassioned moment — of
his youth and previous unimpeachable
character — of the respectability of his
standing in life, and of his ready
obedience to the Laws —in consideration
of the affliction of his revered Parents and
numerous friends, and in compliance with
their united wishes, —as well as for the love
of Justice, your Excellency will be pleased
to listen to his solicitation, he takes the
liberty of most earnestly beseeching Your
Excellency to grant a Special Commifsion
to the District of Niagara for the Trial of
Your Petitioner at such early period as Your
Excellency may deem most expedient.
And your Petitioner as in duty bound
Will ever pray
For Warner H. Nelles
[signed] J.B. Macaulay
his Attorney
24" January 1823
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It should be pointed out here that the “aged parents” Warner Henry Nelles is
referring to are his father, Johann Warner Nelles, then age 52, and his mother,
Elizabeth Young, then age 48.

The cover of the above petition, as found in the National Archives in Ottawa,
Ontario, states:

N5

The Petition of Warner H. Nelles now a Prisoner

in the Gaol of the District of Niagara Praying for a special Commifsion for his Trial

Read in Council 5" of February 1823

while the verdict of the Council, also found on the cover of the above petition,
records:

In Council 5™ February 1823.

Upon the Petition of Warner H. Nelles referred for the Consideration and advice of
Council the Committee lament the situation of the Petitioner as represented but under a full
Consideration of the Premises cannot recommend the Prayer of the Petition for a special
Commifsion for Trail in this Case not to be distinguished from that of frequent Commitments
of Charges of Felony, Short Periods after the general Delivery of the Gaol, and would be
a Precedent authorizing similar Applications from all in similar circumstances.

[signed] Dummer Powell *

Was justice properly served in this case ?

The final verdict will be left up to you, the reader. Suffice it to say that the
surviving records only provide one with a very brief statement, as follows:

“12 Sept. 1823. The trial of Henry Warner Nellis came on for the murder of
Peter Young on the Grand River, he was acquitted. Not guilty.” °

Incidentally, Warner Henry Nelles, almostimmediately left the area of the Grand
River and moved to Grimsby, where his prosperous uncle, Colonel Robert Nelles,
a founder of the community, had extensive land holdings.

“#21 Nelles Manor -

126 Main Street West. Considered to be the oldest inhabited dwelling between Niagara
and Kingston, Nelles Manor was built in Georgian style by Colonel Robert Nelles, of
locally quarried stone, over a ten year period (1788-98). It was written in the “Annals
of the Forty” to be “carefully cut and laid, with flat arched windows and doorways and
kitchens wing on the West End.” Built facing north, on an old path called Squire Nelles’
Lane, the main entrance was later moved to the south with a pillared porch facing on to
the “new” Stone Road (now Main Street). Col. Nelles’ Office was a small room on the
north where, in his capacity as Justice of the Peace, he performed many marriages before
clergy were available. The house was a centre for gala events and remained in Nelles
family possession until 1963, when it was purchased by its current owners. Restoration
is an on-going project in this warm welcoming home, with its seven fireplaces, walnut
woodwork and spacious halls and rooms.”
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A map of Seneca Township, Haldimand County, taken from the
lllustrated Historical Atlas of The Counties of Haldimand and Norfolk,
(H.R. Page, Toronto, 1877 — 1879), pages 46 — 47.

The murder took place at the home of Lieutenant John Young UE, eldest son of Adam Young UE & Catherine Elizabeth Schremling,
on the night of 09 — 10 November 1822. Lieut. John Young lived on the south-west corner of the Young Tract, near Young Island.
Peter Young is buried in the Young Tract Burying Ground near this home of Lieutenant John Young.

Warner Henry Nelles married in Grimsby on 20 January 1825
Sarah Uhline. This couple then settled near St. Catharines and
lived a very fruitful life, becoming the parents of five children,
three sons and two daughters. Their eldest son, Dr. Alexander
H. Nelles, married Sarah Jane Ball in St. Catharines on 11 June
1850, the daughter of George Ball & Catherine Overholt, the Ball
family being prosperous millers of the area.

Warner Henry Nelles had inherited a Six Nations chiefship at
age 17 after the death of the former holder of the title. His Native
name was Tahanata.

“Apparently the paraphernalia that went along with this role
(e.g., the wampum strings that were placed over his shoulder
as part of the initiation ceremony) were still in the family at
the time of his death — according to his obituary.” "

Warner Henry Nelles died at the age of 96 on 09 October 1896
in St. Catharines, Ontario, and is buried in Victoria Lawn Cemetery
in that city along with his wife, Sarah Uhline, who died in 1892.

The survivors of Peter Young didn’t fare as well.

Peter was buried in the Young Tract Burying Ground, his grave
now unmarked, along with that of his wife, Catharine. Their only
known child, William Peter “Pap” Young (1814 — 21 November 1907),
petitioned for land owed to his father and became a hotelkeeper
in Seneca Township, Haldimand County.

1. Lieutenant-Colonel E. Cruikshank, Ten Years of The
Colony of Niagara, 1780 - 1790, Niagara Historical
Society Paper No. 17, (Tribune Print, Welland,
1908).

2. Cruikshank, 1908, p. 1.

3. E.A. Cruikshank (ed.), Records of Niagara 1778-
1783, Niagara Historical Society, Publication No. 38,
(Tribune Print, Welland, 1927), p. 34.

4. National Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, RG1,
E 3, Volume 56, pp. 116-121. Volume 54 — 58A (six
pages), File 102-121.

5. Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, MG
19, F1, Claus Papers, Vol. 22, No. 12, Trial of Henry
Warner Nelles, Sept. 1823, p. 15.

6. Grimsby Historical Society web site, URL: http://
westniagara.com/ghs/families.html.

7. E-mail from Dr. David K. Faux, 4028 Larwin
Ave., Cypress, CA, 90630, USA, e-mail address:
fauxdk“at’yahoo.com, to Robert C. McBride, 05
October 2002.
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In Ghe Walke of the Loyalists:

Retracing Their Path Across The Ba_y__gf Eund |
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By Robert A. Liftig, EdD

y almost-Loyalist-
descended wife
and | are sitting in
our Silverado on a
barge being pushed
by a tugboat from the muddy banks of
Campobello Island across the Bay of
Fundy to Deer Island, one of many dots
of land that speckle the Loyalist path
from Castine, Maine, to St. Andrews,
New Brunswick.

There are only seven vehicles on our
sea-borne platform, and the bumpers of
the last two cars are dangerously close
to the prow of the tugboat. Our solitary
crewman tells us that Deer Island will
be a drive-through. We’ll have to cruise
a few miles around the island to get to
the dock of the provincial ferry. There we
will find more of a boat than this raft we
are on and, we are promised, it will have
its own engine for its regular run from
Deer Island to the mainland port of St.
Georges. The latter lies just east of St.
Andrews, which was one of the original
points of debarkation for Loyalists.

St.Andrews is one of New Brunswick’s
oldest towns. It was founded in 1783 by
the Loyalists of Castine, Maine — also
one of the oldest settlements on the
Atlantic coast. Castine was called
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“New lIreland” by the British and was
meant to serve as a safe haven for
Loyalists. Things worked out that way
for awhile, then didn’t.

Our day had begun in Castine at the
sumptuous, eclectic “Pentagoet,” that is
both the name of the inn at which we
stayed and one of the original names
of Castine. (The other was the Abenaki
word, Majabigwaduce). It has also been
called by a host of other names in the
four centuries since its “discovery,” and
is, and has always been, a nexus of
historical energy.

Historians call Castine “The Battle
Line of Four Nations.” It has lived
under four flags, not counting the
Abenaki’s totem, and has witnessed
numerous hand-offs among the same
list of empires: the French (twice), the
Dutch, the English (four times), and the
Americans (incredibly, twice). Its ancient
bayside manses, narrow colonial lanes,
and the remnants of its forts that were
built under different names, have seen
a lot of action over the ages, including
one fort that the Dutch blew up a year
after they builtit. Castine’s fortunes have
flourished, faded, and risen again with
surprising regularity.

Toward the end of the American
Revolution, the 74t Regiment of Foot,
also known as the Argyle Highlanders,
surprised the port and seized it. This
was up until then the most ambitious
amphibious invasion in British colonial
history. Despite the eventual success
of the rebellion, the British never sur-
rendered Castine in a military action.
They held onto it both for strategic
purposes, and to keep a place of refuge
for Loyalists from the colonies. Castine
was ceded back to the United States
twice: first by the Treaty of Paris in 1783
that ended the Revolution, and later by
the Treaty of Ghent that concluded the
War of 1812.

Maine from Fort George.

I —
“the greatest naval disaster of United
States history” until Pearl Harbor

The United Colonies’ military efforts to
recover Castine resulted in “the greatest
naval disaster of United States history” until
Pearl Harbor. In 1779, the largest armada
ever to be assembled by the American
Rebels was decisively defeated by the
cunning, craft, and defensive capacity
of His Majesty’s forces, who were vastly
outnumbered. Holding Castine were 700
British troops from the Royal Artillery, the
74 Highlanders, and the 82" Duke of
Hamilton’s Regiment. Three Continental
Navy warships left Boston and more
than 40 others under the command of
Massachusetts, including private vessels.
More than 1,000 New England militia were
hell-bent on destroying the British. They
faced off in Penobscot Bay.

The “Penobscot Expedition,” as
the Massachusetts government had
optimistically dubbed it, was supposed
to have been a “slam dunk” for the Rebel
cause, but it turned into a strategic and
financial catastrophe. Few died on either
side, but it eventually cost the newly
minted U.S. government a staggering 300
million dollars. There are wonderful and
stirring chronicles about this fiasco, and
atleast one New York Times bestseller,
The Fort, by Bernard Cornwell. The story
still has poignant meaning for all who
find themselves caughtin domestic and
international warfare.

Having relocated once, some of the
Loyalists who had removed to Castine must
have been reluctantto emigrate. However,
the King offered them land grants across
the Bay of Fundy in what was to become
“The Loyalist Province.” The coastal region
known as “The Saints” (St. Andrews, St.
Croix, St. David, St. Patrick, St. Stephens,
St. Georges, and Saint John) attracted
many early settlers.




I am just finishing my lecture to my almost-
Loyalist-descended wife when she points to
the windshield. She notes that, in spite of our
having barged across the first part of the Bay
of Fundy, bumped our way around Deer Island,
and having been ferried over the remaining
part of the Bay on the Provincial Ferry, she
has not yet even seen the mainland that must
be dead ahead. Our windshield is misted over
by the Fundy salt spray, and | have neglected
to use the wipers.

So | turn on the engine.

“Jaysus!” | hear the vaguely Scottish accent
of the ferryboat crewman screaming at me,
then see his face in the windshield as soon
as the wipers make this possible.

“Turn it off!”

| want to ask him if his ancestors were
Scottish Loyalists, and did they serve in the
74 Highlanders.

But | don’t dare because he is too busy
cursing me.

“Damnfooltourists!” the crewman announces
to the New Brunswick Power truck parked
beside us.

His fellow New Brunswicker nods and
smiles at him, then glares at us.

| want to assure both of them that | am not
just any tourist; | am doing serious research,
and have intentionally put myself awash in the
Bay of Fundy to retrace the path of the Loyalists,
who were probably their ancestors.

Today, the quickest way to get from Castine
to St. Andrews, New Brunswick is by driving
north on U.S. Route 1, the “scenic coastal
highway,” to Calais and St. Stephen, though
one that only reluctantly yields a view of the
beautiful coastline. U.S.1 was not the chosen
route of the Loyalists two hundred years ago,
of course, most of whom came by boat, both
because U.S. Route 1 North didn’t exist back
then, and because, by sailing across the Bay
of Fundy they could take their houses with
them.

Canadians have always loved “caravan-
ning,” and the Castine Loyalists may have
been the first. Back at the Pentagoet | talked
to the seasoned old sea-salt innkeeper, Mr.
Jack Burke, who has spent much of his life
helping refugees for the U.N. He described
to me how the early refugees from Castine
put their houses and parts of houses on logs
and rolled them down the long gradual slope
that is still called Main Street, reaching the
docks at the bottom of the hill. They loaded
their houses and parts of houses on barges
not much different than the platform we rode
from Campobello to Deer Island. The Loyalists
towed their belongings behind them, instead of
pushing them. They took themselves and their
houses into the Bay and over to St. Andrews,
where some of the original structures remain
in situ.

The Pentagoet Inn, Castine, Maine.

The eclectic and fascinating B&B presides over the main street that slopes down to
the docks. It was down this hill that Loyalists from the Castine area hauled sections of
their Maine houses to barges waiting below; and it was these barges that they brought

them across the Bay of Fundy to their new homes in what in now New Brunswick.

Other Loyalists arrived as passengers on sailing ships that were chartered,
borrowed, or otherwise provided by the His Royal Majesty King George llI.
After they landed, the settlers were joined by some of the soldiers and sailors
from the British regiments who formerly protected them. Together they made
their homes, their fortunes, and their descendants, many of whom still live
on the Fundy coast.

Although it is called Canada’s First Summer Resort and was designated
a National Historical Site in 1998, St. Andrews is often by-passed by the
tourists who hustle their campers, kayaks and bicycles across the New
Brunswick shoreline on Canada’s own Route 1 to get to the busier bicycling,
kayaking and campsites of Nova Scotia’s Atlantic. St. Andrews, like Castine,
is an architectural and historical treasure and a must-see for anyone who is
interested in the Loyalists.

Thankfully, St. Andrews was also by-passed by the 19" century which
explains why so many of its original late 18™ century houses still stand,
including the ones brought over by barge from Castine. One example of
a Castine barge building is the Old St. Andrews Coffee House, owned by
an original grantee, Andrew Martin from Castine, who brought it, stone by
stone, to St. Andrews and then sold it to a John McPhail barely one year
later. The building remains at the foot of Prince William Street, where Martin
reconstructed it, and is still a coffee shop, now called “Java Moose.”

We can see the cost of Martin’s labours on the St. Croix Courier’s geneal-
ogy website: http://members.shaw.ca/caren.secord/locations/NewBrunswick/
Glimpses.

£ s |d
To the House taken down at Penobscot 30 00 100
To Freight from there to St. Andrews 13 10 (00
To Taking down 3000 bricks 6 00 {00
To Freight of do 2 10 (00
To 1000 feet seasoned Boards 2 10 (00
To Freight of do 1 10 (00
To 4 window frames, cases, and sashes glazed |4 00 100
To 1 pannel door 1 00 (00

£61*]00 |00

*More than $7,000 today.
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St. Andrews is self-described as
a “classic example of colonial town
planning,” and it takes an hour or so for a
pleasant walk-through. The town fathers
present their town as:

The broad, straight streets form
a regular grid, broken at intervals by
open squares for public buildings and a
market place. Except for Water Street,
which runs along the shore, all the street
names have royal or colonial associations.
Thirteen are named after the children of
George Il and his wife, Charlotte, and
two after faithful servants of the crown;
the remainder are King, the showstreet,
and Queen and Prince of Wales.

The intersection of Montague and
King Streets is watched over by the All
Saints Anglican Church (1783), and most
of the houses near it were constructed
in Georgian and Federal styles. Some
say the humble saltboxes and Cape
Cod houses remind them of an old New
England village, which makes sense;
others say the gables and roof lines recall
the seaports on the West Coast of England
(you have to use your imagination).
Whatever, the only thing wrong with St.
Andrews, and its Mother Ship, Castine,
is that there is not more to them.

The same can be said for its lack of
population.

When the first Loyalists landed two
hundred years ago, they didn’t exactly
have to fight their way ashore. Two
trappers from Saint John, Hanson and
Young, were the only folks in residence,
and even they had chosen a nearby
island for base camp. The presence of
Aboriginals wasn’t an obstacle for the
Loyalists either; there weren’t any.

The first Loyalist to set foot in St.
Andrews was a married woman, from
Castine, where her husband William
Towers had helped to build Fort George for
the British. It was said for years afterwards
that Mrs. Towers was so excited about
finding a new home that she jumped off
the boat and waded ashore. She then
hammered away at Mr. Towers until he
became the first to hammer together
a house for her on what is still called
“Tower Hill.”

In 1783, Col. John Allan described

The current All Saints Anglican Church,
built in 1867, above the site of the original,
(1788) where the first Loyalists worshipped.

The Anglican denomination was for years
the only one in New Brunswick, although
earlier New England settlers had established
Congregational churches on the St. John River.

The historic blockhouse built at St. Andrews to
defend the village from the Americans during
the War of 1812.

the setting in a letter to the Governor of Massachusetts.

Mrs. Towers got what she wanted,
but she needn’t have hurried. Even
today, St. Andrews’ population falls
short of 2,000, about the same as
the population of Castine. Amazingly,
there are still empty lots for sale within
the original grid work of both places. A
visitor has to wonder why there aren’t
more people in either place. Perhaps
it's because both towns are said to be
haunted: Castine, by the ghost of a
little drummer boy, Rebel or British,
depending on your apprehension;
and St. Andrews’ Algonquin Hotel
by a mysterious glowing “orb.” (See
Youtube.)

Who were the original Loyalists
who settled there?

The first thing to remember is
that there were not very many of
them, though more than enough
for a healthy start. A muster roll of
1784 provides the names of 178 men
who accompanied 102 women, 206
children over ten years of age and
163 children even younger, totaling
649 immigrants during the first year
of settlement. That’s a mob, by
St. Andrews’ standards. Over one
hundred years later the population
was only 1,000, and, by 2006, the
number of “St. Andrewsians” was
1700. Of course, two hundred and
thirty years of history has produced
a steady flow of descendants who
have spread out from The Saints,
establishing themselves all over New
Brunswick, into Nova Scotia, and out
to the rest of Canada, and even back
to the United States.

Second, we shouldn’t assume that
their biographies, family status, or
motives for leaving, were very similar.
Immigrants came from many different
places in the English Atlantic colonial
world, and for many different reasons.
Inthe samples that the author gives on
page 21, one man hardly had to move
from his boyhood home near Castine.
Another was a slave-holding veteran
of the North Carolina Highlanders
who continued to serve his King in
New Brunswick after protecting the
Loyalists of Castine. The third was
descended from a Maryland family,

On my arrival at Passamaquoddy the 23rd Sept. | found there had been several
Surveyors exploring the rivers, and a number of settlers taken possession of St.
Andrews Point. ... | also received information that two public Surveyors were there
in the place for the purpose of laying out townships. ... On the 3rd of October two
large transports and several smaller vessels with a number of families arrived at St.
Andrews from Badaduce (Castine). ... | passed by the ships and cautioned them not
to land any inhabitants. But a few days after the whole were landed to the amount
of forty families.

moved to Delaware, enlisted on the
Rebel side, was held prisonerin New
York City, and then “took the oath” to
the King, We'll never know the reason
for his change of heart, but | could
guess that the prison had something
to do with it. He settled, like all the
others, in one of the various “Saints.”
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An early street plan of St. Andrews, which was established by the United Empire Loyalists
in 1783. The grid plan was in keeping with the most current and efficient concepts of city
planning in Europe and North America. To this day, lots are for sale within the original grid.
St. Andrews continues to be a gem of architecture, taste, and refinement on the shores of
Fundy and is one of the best preserved examples of colonial heritage in North America.

His descendants still live there, and his
distant relatives would like to visit.

Itis impossible to know just how “loyal”
any one of them was, or how much their
individual decisions to emigrate included
enlightened self-interest. Even a cursory
examination at a few of their biographies
shows how different they were.

Benjamin Bradford was a descen-
dant of the Englishman, William Bradford,
the first Governor of the Plymouth colony.
Twenty years before the Revolution,
Benjamin’s parents had moved to Maine,
which was then a part of Massachusetts.
It may be that he was British to the core,
or just maybe that he didn’t like change,
because he and his wife, Martha, didn’t
move to St. Andrews until they had to.
Bradford, like other Loyalists, made his
way across the Bay, where he operated
“Bradford’s Ferry” between Bay Side
and Oak Point. He died a true son of
New England, but one who remained
loyal to his king.

Captain Angus McDonald built the
firstframe house on the grant given by the
king to veterans of the 74th North Carolina
Regiment. He ploughed the first ground
there, too. Back in North Carolina, he
had owned a plantation with slaves, and,
when the time came, raised a company
in the name of King George. Sometime
after Lord Cornwallis capitulated in 1781,
McDonald went missing with ten of his
soldiers. He got as far as the English
settlement near St. Augustine, Florida,
before he was apprehended. There he

was tried for desertion ... and acquitted
... perhaps because he intentionally
overloaded the court with school boy
excuses: family emergency, personal
illness, he didn’t know the procedure
for leave, etc. He, too, ended up in St.
Andrews, and brought his soldiers and
his two slaves with him. McDonald was
mustered out of the service there, married,
raised two sons and three daughters, and
died in St. Stephen. In one of the typical
frustrations of oral history, his family has
passed down many stories about the
long, cold winters he endured and how
he was so good at fishing for gaspereaux
[small shad-like fish]. AlImost nothing is
known about his service during the War,
or what he remembered about his famous
cousin, Flora Mcdonald, (Bonnie Prince
Charlie’s boatwoman), who had lived
near him in North Carolina.

Finally, there is my wife’s fourth-great-
grand uncle: John Noble. The personal
history he brought was somewhat differ-
ent from the others. Noble had been a
Revolutionary War soldier in the Delaware
Line. He was raised in Maryland, near
what is now Washington, D.C., on his
family’s tobacco plantation, and was
distantly related to George Washington.
He enlisted as a Rebel in 1778, fought
at The Battle of Camden, and was taken
prisoner. He was incarcerated in New
York City where he seemed to have
reconsidered his loyalties. Probably
hoping for “early release,” he swore
allegiance to the King. When the War
ended in 1783, John and his wife, Jemima

(Purdy), were shipped to Port Mouton,
near Shelburne, Nova Scotia. Like some
others who landed there, Noble was
disappointed. He requested a land grant
anywhere else, and got Morristown, now
St. Stephen. Noble landed in St. Andrews
in 1784, the same year the muster was
taken, although he was notincluded. By
1790, the Nobles were one of fourteen
families living near St. Stephen. He
died there in 1843, age 81, leaving lots
of children and a hefty estate valued at
what would now be $140,000.

These three men and the women they
knew, as well as the two slaves who must
have settled somewhere, may or may
not be representative of all the Loyalists.
A review of other Loyalist biographies
reveals that some of them arrived in St.
Andrews single and never married; others
went on to England. Quite a few (or their
children) returned to the United States.
Some appeared to be of Catholic ancestry,
most were Protestant, and the Jewish name
of Solomon crops up in a number of places.
They were white, black, and some were
mixed with Aboriginals. One’s father even
signed the Declaration of Independence.
The only certainty is that every one of them
had a story, and it would be a mistake to
assume that they shared more similarities
than they did differences.

As we settle in at The Ice Cream
Shoppe, | suggest to my wife that, as
it has been a long day’s journey to St.
Andrews, we might as well book into a
local B&B and stay awhile. My wife has
been my boon companion for almost half
a century, and has cheerfully followed in
the wake of my eccentricities, but this
day her tolerance for the coincidences
of history has reached its limit, and
she asks me why | want to stay in St.
Andrews now that we’ve seen it.

| take out a paper full of names and
addresses and tell her | have already
searched the Internet and found a number
of Nobles still living in the region. One
of them even works for the province,
| say, and talking to her about her family’s
history might prove interesting.

But meeting a distant cousin after
two hundred and thirty years with no
postcards, letters, or e-mails exchanged,
is not at the top of my wife’s bucket list,
and she tells me it's a bad idea, says
she’s not really interested, and that she
has long since turned the study of her
ancestors over to me, even if some of
them, like the Loyalists of St. Andrews,
seem pretty interesting.
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By Peter Conley UE

n a foggy Saturday afternoon, seventy or so folks from
across the Maritimes and Maine attended a special
celebration in Beaver Harbour to recognize the settle-
ment’s founders. Organized by the New Brunswick
UELAC Branch, in conjunction with the New Brunswick
Black History Society, and hosted by the Archives and Museum of
Beaver Harbour, the attendees gathered to hear the story of how
a small group of Quaker Loyalists took an historic stand against
slavery as they evacuated New York in 1783. New Brunswick
Branch President, Deborah Coleman, delivered the keynote speech,
explaining the history of the Quaker movement and their role in
settling North America, including the colony of Pennsylvania.

no slave could be bought, sold or kept

As the Loyalists fled north to Canada, she explained, forty-nine
Loyalist heads of household from Pennsylvania and the surrounding
area signed a set of rules and regulations forming a colony in what
is now Beaver Harbour, originally called Penn’s Field Colony. The
document’s fourth article clearly stated that no slave could be bought,
sold or kept by any member of the settlement, making Beaver Harbour
the first place in British North America to abolish slavery! This was
not an easy stance to take in those days, and the Quaker settlement
faced significant persecution from neighbouring communities for its
way of life. Ralph Thomas, who provided remarks on behalf of the
Black History Society, noted how the Quakers were often abused just
as badly as the Black community of the day was, and that Black New
Brunswickers to this day hold the Quaker Loyalists in high regard.

Following the speeches, those in attendance walked down Quaker
Lane to the Quaker Burial Ground, where a brief dedication service
took place for a new memorial. Last year there was a ceremony that
honoured the arrival of the Camel, the ship that brought a party of
Quakers, Anabaptists and free Blacks to Beaver Harbour in 1783.
This inspired Carmen Eldridge, a native of Beaver Harbour, to donate
the memorial stone. Eldridge is a veteran of the Second World War,
who rose from Ordinary Seaman to Petty Officer and served on a
total of five ships before the war ended. Born in Beaver Harbour,
he has lived abroad in Toronto and elsewhere, currently residing in
St. Andrews, but never forgot the little village where he was born,
and the heroic sacrifices of those first Quaker settlers.

While there is already a stone marking the burial ground, the new
memorial testifies to the settlers’ historic condemnation of slavery.
The stone’s inscription makes its author’s view of slavery clear.

Back at the museum, folks were treated to a demonstration of
the “traveling desk” of Joshua Knight, one of Beaver Harbour’s
founding members. A medium-sized box with a pop-out desk and
multiple hidden storage compartments, the stylish storage device
is now the property of Judy Davies, who happily showed off her
family heirloom to all who were interested. According to family lore,
the box was brought in the late 1690s with Joshua Knight’s Quaker
ancestors — possibly on the same ship as William Penn himself!

* 22 - The Loyalist Gazette - -

Quaker communlty took a stand agamst slavery.
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The Venerable Rev. Jon Matheson with Carmen Eldridge,
who donated this new memorial stone.




The Re-Dedication of the

UEL Monument at Adolphastown

By Peter W. Johnson UE

twas really two eventsin one: a re-enactment and a re-dedication.
The Glengarry Light Infantry was the focus of the events on Saturday,
23 May 2015, and the re-dedication of the UEL Monument was
the centrepiece of Sunday, 24 May.

While a War of 1812 re-enactment may seem a touch anachronistic
for a site such as Adolphustown, there are definite links. In the latter
part of the War of 1812, the Glengarry Light Infantry was stationed in the
area affording Lieutenant James Fitzgibbon the opportunity to wed Mary
Haley at Adolphustown in 1814. Yes, this is the same James Fitzgibbon
to whom Laura Secord reported after her famous walk.

The weather was fine both days. Saturday unfolded with displays by
various organizations and individuals: the Bay of Quinte Branch UELAC,
Quinte Branch OGS, 7th Town Historical Society, the Oriskany Alliance,
Adolphustown-Fredericksburgh Heritage Society, Old Hay Bay Church,
and researchers/publishers, Linda Corupe and Sherrell Branton Leetooze.
The morning also featured a demonstration by the Loyalist Fifes and
Drums under the command of Drum Major, Michael Putnam.

The troops put on a tactical demonstration in the early afternoon.
It was a good opportunity for the public to see both War of 1812 and
Revolutionary War costumes and to note the differences between the
two eras. Major David Moore UE of the King’s Royal Yorkers and also
an officer in the Canadian Fencibles (1812) served as the narrator of
the demonstration. David’s colourful commentaries have been known
to strike fear in the hearts of Rebels from Upstate New York to well
down into the rebellious colonies!

The marriage of Lieutenant James Fitzgibbon and Mary Haley was
re-enacted in mid-afternoon, Saturday, 23 May 2015. David and Rhonda
Smith UE portrayed the wedded couple with a bemused Jon Wannamaker
UE as the father-in-law! The bride arrived on horseback and the ceremony
was officiated by Drum Major Mike Putnam (who is actually a minister).
Special thanks go out to Dave for his able organization of the troops
and the re-enactment portion of the weekend. When he isn’t watching
the Chicago Black Hawks, he lives and breathes heritage and history.
The town of Bath is a richer place for his participation.

Once the public portion of the day concluded, the re-enactors retired to
the east end of Adolphustown Park for a pig roast and wedding cake!

The first event on Sunday, 24 May was an inter-denominational
service under the care of Reverend Frank Hamper. At the close of the
service, three UE certificates were presented: Paul C. Lozo UE and
Arthur Richard Phillips UE, both for Elisha Phillips UE, and Mary S.
Clark UE for John Phillips UE. Arthur and Mary had come a considerable
distance from the United States for this event. Also far from home was
Art Day UE from the lower Hudson Valley who received certificates
later in the day for Captain Michael Grass UE, Peter Wartman UE and
Gilbert Purdy UE.

After lunch, most of the re-enactors switched to Revolutionary War
uniforms, and assembled near the beach to draw for their location
tickets that designated their new land grants and future homes. When
this task was completed, the troops paraded up to the UEL Cemetery for
the re-dedication ceremony, where an Honour Guard had been placed
previously around the UEL Monument.

The master of ceremonies was Branch Past President, Brian
Tackaberry UE, who has played such a pivotal role in the monument
project. He welcomed those assembled, the Royal Anthem was played
by the Loyalist Fifes and Drums, and the flag was lowered. | brought
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Above: The King's Royal Yorkers fire a ceremonial volley.

Below: Lt. Col. James leads the King's Royal Yorkers
to the UEL Monument

Bottom: The Hon. Peter Milliken UE with Bonnie
Schepers UE unveiling the UEL Monument
re-dedication plaque at Adolphustown, Ontario.
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greetings on behalf of the Bay of Quinte Branch
and observed that we should view this not as the
culmination of a project, but as a new beginning.
The ‘Loyalist Poem’ and later the ‘Loyalist Prayer
were both recited by Reverend Gerard Trinque.
Brian Tackaberry UE gave a short history of the
UEL Monument.

The Centennial Celehrations of 1884

The Centennial Celebrations of 1884 took in a
three-day gala event from 16 to 18 June 1884, and
attracted large crowds who arrived by carriage,
on foot, in crowded boats and by any other avail-
able means. The green foliage was set off by the
striking red coats of the 15th Battalion who had
arrived from Belleville. Alarge number of speakers
were featured over the course of the event. One
of the first was Lewis L. Bogart, President of the
Adolphustown Celebration Committee, and himself
a UE descendant. He was considered to be the
oldest living male Loyalist descendant in the area.
The speaker who followed Bogart was Dr. Canniff
who is likely more familiar to current generations of
descendants because of his printed works. A major
eventthat day was, “the laying with Masonic honours
of the corner-stone of the new monument to the U.E.
Loyalists.” (Old UE List, p. 23) The Grand Master
of the Masons was represented by District Deputy
Grand Master, Arthur McGuinness. The ceremony
concluded with music from the 15th Battalion, “B”
Band, Kingston, and the Picton Coronet Band. Later
speakers included D.W. Allison MP, Sir Richard
Cartwright, and Reverend D.V. Lucas from Montreal.
Speeches were delivered with the flag of the Native
Canadian Society of Belleville nearby.

|
over the graves where
the U.E. Loyalists lie buried

The second day featured the laying of the cor-
nerstone for St. Alban’s the Martyr, Adolphustown.
Reverend Richard Syles Forneri was the guiding light
in that project. A cornerstone for a new Methodist
Church had also been placed on 14 June with the
honours done by Mrs. James Allison, one of the few
remaining of the second generation. Of note was the
presence on 17 June of the Lieutenant-Governor
who had arrived from Napanee via private yacht.
The 15th Battalion and Argyll Light Infantry served
as the guard of honour. Speakers on the second day
included Chief Sampson Green, Captain Grace, G.E.
Henderson QC, former MP J.S. McCuaig, Parker
Allen, Reverend C.E. Thomson, MP D.W. Allison
and, naturally, Lieutenant-Governor Robinson.

The third and final day featured an array of
speakers, “under the shade of the trees and over
the graves where the U.E. Loyalists lie buried.”
(OId UE List, p. 46)

* 24 - The Loyalist Gazette « -

Jon Wannamaker of the
King's Royal Yorkers
on guard at the UEL

Monument.

Musketman J. Mullins in the

Glengarry Lt. Infantry uniform.

Photo 24 May 2015
by Peter Johnson UE.

That brings us to the events that
transpired 131 years after the 1884
erection of the monument. It's perhaps
a sad comment on our time but, despite
the huge increase in population since
1884, it is much harder to attract an
audience to a Loyalist event than it was
in 1884.

The UEL Monument was erected in
the Loyalist cemetery, established soon
after the Associated Loyalists landed
nearby in 1784. Over the last decade it
was observed that the limestone base
was crumbling and action was needed
before the granite obelisk tumbled and
broke. Happily, this was achieved in
2014, and the monument now stands
on a solid granite base. The work was
completed by Campbell Monuments of
Belleville.

Greetings were presented on behalf
of various groups and organizations.
The UELAC Honorary President, The
Honorable Peter Milliken UE, spoke on
behalf of the federal government. Lennox
&Addington and Greater Napanee were
represented by Gordon Schermerhorn.
Mayor and Warden. R.W. Bro. Robert
Collins McBride UE, Immediate Past
UELAC Dominion President, represented
the District Masons, as the Masons were
heavily involved with the original 1884
dedication. President Joe Stafford of
the Ontario Historical Society brought
greetings on behalf of that organization
as did Helen MacLeod for the Ontario
Heritage Trust. Our own James Maracle
UE represented the Mohawks of the
Bay of Quinte and Bonnie Schepers
UE, UELAC President, delivered a
well-crafted speech.

Wreaths were placed atthe monument.
Those of the Federal and Provincial
Governments were carried by The
Honorable Peter Milliken UE and Thelma
Coulter UE respectively. The wreath
for Lennox and Addington and Greater
Napanee was placed by Mayor and
Warden Gordon Schermerhorn. Awreath
on behalf of the Masons was carried by
R.W. Bro. Robert Collins McBride UE,
and one on behalf of the Mohawks of
the Bay of Quinte by James Maracle UE.
Bonnie Schepers UE (for the UELAC)
and | (for Bay of Quinte Branch) placed
the final two wreaths.

Bibliography
The OId United Empire Loyalists List.

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co.
Inc. 1976. (originally 1885)



By Peter W. Johnson UE

Peter Johnson UE addresses the crowd at Stockdale Cemetery. Photo by Don Galna UE.

he placing of War of 1812
Veteran Markers has become
quite frequent in Ontario’s
Quinte area, but not as
common as it has been in
Niagara. Nevertheless, a second marker
was placed at Stockdale Cemetery north
of Trenton on 19 July 2015. The first for
John Johnson was unveiled last autumn
and the latest was for Peter Maybee.

On the hottest day of the summer,
relatives and friends gathered to honour
this veteran, born in New Jersey in 1775
and who passed away about 1830. He was
the son of Captain Abraham Maybee UE
and Gerritie Hogenkamp. Peter married
Catherine Huff. Their eight children all
reached adulthood and left descendants.
Peter served in the Northumberland County
Militia as did his eldest son Abram P.

The simple ceremony featured the local
MP and the mayor of Quinte West, as well
as a colour guard from the Royal Canadian
Legion in Frankford. It was the second for
me, but it won’t be the last. The Maybee
Family Reunion near Schenectady, New York
took place the following week. American
cousins honoured both Revolutionary War
Veterans and American veterans of the War
of 1812. We can do it here for our own!

Descendants gather (from left): Martha Pearce UE, Nancy Trimble UE, Shawnee Spencer
UE, Bruce Stewart UE, Peter Johnson UE holding grandson Dante Fiorentino UE, Don
Galna UE, Angela Johnson UE, Peter Gunter UE, David Walt UE, Phyllis Reed UE, Pat

Brown UE. Kneeling: Rod Green UE, Clarissa Fiorentino UE. Photo by Georgette Green.
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Veteran of the War of 1812 Graveside

Marker Ceremony for Peter You

By Bill Young UE

n 11 July 2015, over one

hundred people attended

a ceremony to unveil a

graveside marker for

Peter Young, a veteran
of the War of 1812 . The ceremony was
held at the Caledonia Old Methodist
Cemetery on Winnett Streetin Caledonia.
Peter Young (1784-1846) was the son
of Daniel and Elizabeth (Windecker)
Young UE. He was also my third-great-
grandfather.

Peter Young was a member of the 1st
Essex Flank Company and the 1st Essex
Volunteers. He also served sixty days
with the 2nd York Militia Regiment after
he had been wounded at the Battle of
River Raisin in January 1813. Adetailed
record of Peter’s service and a biography
can be found at http://www.1812veterans.
calen/searchdetails.php?id=317.

This was the second 1812 veteran
marker ceremony in which | have
participated. The first ceremony was
for Peter’s father, Captain Daniel Young
UE, of the 5th Lincoln Militia Regiment.
The volunteers at the Graveside Marker
Project were very helpful when | supplied
documents to show that my relatives
served during the war. The complete
details of the process for obtaining a
veteran marker are outlined on their site
at http://www.1812veterans.ca/.

Praise needs to be given to the
Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
and the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry
for their participation in this ceremony.
These regiments have their beginnings
with the regiments with which Peter
served during the war. They conducted
a military act of remembrance and a
wreath laying; both were very moving
parts of the ceremony.

Reverend Daniel MacLean of Grace
United Church in Caledonia recited an
opening and closing prayer. The Seneca
Wesleyan Church associated with this
cemetery closed in the 1870s and
amalgamated with another church to
form Grace United Church. A volunteer
group from this congregation has been
working for several years to restore this
cemetery that had its last burial in 1900.
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Peter Young’s headstone was restored by this group from
an overgrown area near the fence line.

Political representatives, MP Diane Finley, MPP Toby
Barrett and Councillor Craig Grice, gave brief presenta-
tions as part of the ceremony. They spoke of the Young
family’s contributions to the area and the importance of
recognizing the sacrifices of others in the past that have
allowed us to enjoy freedom in Canada today.

A small group of Peter’s descendants unveiled the
marker. Pat Kelderman UE, Ken Young and Frank Young
(all third-great-grandchildren of Peter) participated in
memory of their mother, Lola Timson UE. Lola had been
a member of the cemetery restoration group before she
passed away last fall. Isabelle Moore Young (fifth-great-
grandchild) and Mason Vandyke (seventh-great-grandchild)
also took part in the unveiling.

I am proud to have contributed to the planning of the Peter
Young ceremony. | encourage others to honour their heritage
by placing a veteran marker at their relative’s grave.

Above: Mason Vandyke
(seventh-great-grandson
of Peter Young), Isabelle
Moore Young (fifth-great-
granddaughter of Peter
Young) and Bill Young
(third-great-grandson
of Peter Young) with
the unveiling of the
quilt made by Kristin
Poon Young (fourth-
great-granddaughter by
marriage).

Below:
Bill Young UE (left)
speaks to 100+ people.

Photos by Ed Lehming,
son of Patricia
Kelderman UE, Past
President of Thompson
— Okanagan Branch, BC.
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By Ruth Nicholson UE

ast July, the Hamilton Branch

celebrated the 100t anni-

versary of the UELAC with

a bus tour to Essex & Kent

Counties. The passengers
received an education in the history of
the area and especially its involvement
in the War of 1812. The local militia, the
Essex 15t, Caldwell’s Rangers and British
regulars were at the major Battle of Fort
Detroit on 16 August 1812.

On 23 May 2015, my sister, Susan
Hutchins, and | honoured ancestors from
both sides of our family. They were on
the same Fort Malden pay list and took
part in the Battle of Fort Detroit. Isaac
Ferriss, on our maternal side, was just
17 years old at the time. The local paper
in 1936, records that Isaac Ferriss was
a big and strong man. He volunteered to
swim across the Detroit River to spy on
the Americans who were on Bois Blanc
Island, leading up to the Battle of Fort
Detroit. William Hutchins, on our paternal
side, was 65 years old and had worked at
the King’s Navy Yard, next to the fort, as
a ship builder and a seaman. He would
have been knowledgeable about the river,
the islands and navigation in the area.

Reverend Jon Forbes, pastor at St.
Andrews’ Anglican Church in Harrow,
officiated at both cemetery locations. My
eldest son, Paul Nicholson, commented
on the new Veterans of 1812 plaques

HEIRS, told us who the militia were at
the time, and spoke about the Caldwell’s
Rangers. He noted that they were the
rough and tough men who did the “dirty
work” that the British did not want to
do or be linked to. Chris asked our
three re-enactors to explain their kits:
Jeremy Parsons, a member of Brock’s
41stregiment; John McLeod, a member
of the Caldwell’'s Rangers; and Mike
Danaher, a member of the British Indian
Department. They fired a three-musket
salute, the veteran’s salute, to recognize
these veterans at both cemetery sites.

My second son, Jonathan Nicholson,
spoke at the Hutchins’ Pioneer Cemetery
site about the land. This was the original
New Settlement, Lot 97, granted to our
Loyalist ancestor, John Cornwall UE,
after the American Revolution. William
Hutchins, the War of 1812 veteran we
recognized, was granted 83 acres of this
lot after it had been sold by Cornwall.
The cemetery site is in a small grove of
trees between Cornwall Beach Road and
Lake Crest Beach Road so the Cornwall
name is still recognized today.

Ken Turner, President of Pioneer
Cemetery Preservationin Ontario, spoke
about clearing this property nearly twenty
years ago, when it had been forgotten
and abandoned. In 1999, the Hutchins
family erected alarge, red granite maker
to help preserve the site. There are

only a few of the old marble markers
still standing. The marker for William
Hutchins was broken into several pieces,
all lying on the ground. This day, a new
grey granite marker was unveiled for
him that included his name, dates, the
inserted plaque and the words “1812
Veteran.”

Susan and | each read the stories of
both our ancestors. Susan’s children,
Bryce and Gwendolyn McCloskey, unveiled
the marker. My daughter, Sarah Nicholson,
invited all present to a social time at one
of the local wineries where appetizers
and beverages awaited them.

It was a remarkable day with favour-
able weather and about sixty-five people
present.

To learn more about the War of 1812
veteran plaques visit http://1812veterans.
ca/en/index.php.

We encourage everyone to recognize
these early ancestors who preserved the
land that became Canada.

There has been a lot of local enthusi-
asm for this plaque project. | have been
asked to speak at the HEIRS meetingin
September to explain our event and the
application process. Best of all, Chuck
MacDonald, of the local Harrow Legion
Branch, has erected Canadian flags
at both cemetery locations. We are all
truly proud!

project. He explained
thatitis supported by the
Federal Government’s
fund for War of 1812
initiatives. Hopefully,
a large data base can
be built that will show
the resting places of
these veterans. The
Canadian government
has never officially rec-
ognized these soldiers,
and they are not repre-
sented on cenotaphs
at Remembrance Day
despite having fought
for this country fifty-
five years before its
formation.

Chris Carter,
vice-president of the
local heritage society,

WILLMM
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By Peter W. Johnson UE

2015 has been the re-dedication of the
UEL Monument at Adolphustown, an event
covered in a separate article. Nevertheless other
activities have also taken place at the Branch.

Our year began with our annual pot luck and
show ‘n’ tell at Napanee. The earliest item on
display was a 1761 token from the Coronation of
H.R.H. George lll, courtesy of Brian Tackaberry
UE.

In March the Branch made use of the Masonic
facilities in Frankford where we were entertained
by Deseronto Archivist, Amanda Hilland Norman
Clark, Mayor of Deseronto. It was a well-received
and informative presentation, supplemented with
a lot of visual images.

On 09 May, we were back at Adolphustown
for our AGM, with featured speaker: author and
historian, Roy Macskimming, who is currently
researching the early life of Sir John A. Macdonald.
Sir John had a number of connections to the
Quinte area. Some of his younger years were
spent at Hay Bay, and his first court case was
in Picton. He had been accused of assault and
he defended himself. He won but, had he lost,
he would not have been able to continue as a
lawyer, which in turn means he would not likely
have ventured into political life. It was a small
case but the implications for the history of our
country were enormous!

This fall we look forward to meeting in the
Ameliasburgh area in September and back in
Belleville to close out the year.

It’s no secret that our Branch’s focus for

By Linda McClelland UE,
Project Manager

he AGM and Banquet
was held on 03 May at
the Sheraton Hotel. Forty

people attended. After dessert,
Neil Lund spoke to us about his
ancestors who settled in Glengarry.
He gave a succinct, yet detailed,
account of his Scottish ancestors
and why they left for New York and
the Glebe, in the Ottawa area.

Books of Loyalist content that
have been donated to the Calgary
Branch have been housed in the
Alberta Family Histories Society
Library.

Congratulations to George
Tapley, Treasurer of the Calgary
Branch, who received the Masonic
Order of the Purple Cross with
the Free Masons in Louisville,
Kentucky, on 01 August.

For those people interested in
old photos of Prairie Towns, http://
www.prairie-towns.com/index.html
is an Internet link sent in by Stan
Clayton.

Calgary Branch members
attended the Loyalists Come West
2015 Conference that was held this
year in Victoria from 28 to 31 May
at the Coast Victoria Harbourside
Hotel.

Calgary Branch photos:

Below:
Jack Twells and Ivy Trumpour
in costume.

Bottom left:
From left: Jean Lund UE,
Catherine (Lund) Pattison, Anne Pattison,
Charlie Lund UE, and C. Neil Lund UE.

Bottom right:
From left: Barbara Hongisto,
David Hongisto, Linda McClelland
and Suzanne Davidson.
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By Marlene Dance UE, Branch Genealogist,
Vice-President and Newsletter Editor
ur first newsletter of 2015 celebrated the coming
events for our Branch; of special note was the
90t Birthday of a founding member, Art Keller
UE, held just after Christmas. The whole family gathered
for a lovely dinner at the Royal Hotel in Chilliwack. The
highlight of the event was when daughter, Maralynn
Wilkinson UE, (Victoria Branch) presented Loyalist
certificates to Art’'s grandson, Ross Keller and great-
grandson, Tre Angus Keller, (son of Ross).

Our Spring Fleet meeting, held on 21 March,
celebrated Heritage Day and St. Patrick’s Day as well.
A presentation on Irish Palatine Loyalists was given
by President, Shirley Dargatz UE. A Loyalist certificate
was presented to Leon Merchant UE for Loyalist, Caleb
Powell UE. Member Chris Hay UE showed us a portrait
of Major Richard Witham Stockton of the New Jersey
Volunteers that he had obtained from Stockton family
descendants who remained in the United States. Abook,
entitted Early American Painting, by F.F. Sherman,
published in 1932, is the last known reference to its
existence, but its whereabouts now is unknown.

Chris also uncovered a great story about Major
Stockton written in the book, Kidnapping the Enemy,
involving the special operation to

Above:
Art Keller’s 90t — I-r: Maralynn Wilkinson UE; Tre Angus Keller UE; Ross
Keller UE; Art Keller UE; Bradbury Keller UE.

Bottom centre:
Chris Hay UE with City of Vancouver Award.

Below:
Jesse Bigelow presentation: Back row: I-r: Shirley Dargatz UE; Colleen
Bodman; Gary Huth; Terry Bodman; Shelia Huth and Marlene Dance UE.
Front row: I-r: Sig Huth, Pat Huth UE, Dorothea Hankin UE.
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capture Generals Lee and Prescott

of the Revolutionary Army. Major
Stockton played a key role. Great
sleuthing Chris!

02 May 2015 saw the branch
participate in the Abbotsford
LDS Family History Day. Our
display elicited quite a few
enquiries and we have gleaned

a few new members due to our
participation.
Chilliwack Branch had eight
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Atour Triple Berry Social on 27 June, it was announced that
member, Chris Hay UE, had been presented with the City of

branch members attend the

CHRISTIAM M, McBURNEY

Vancouver Heritage Award in recognition of his rediscovery of

Annual Conference in Victoria
over the 28 — 31 May 2015
weekend. Highlights included the
Government House reception,
the “Loyalist Fare” dinner, Gala
Banquet with the Greater Victoria
Police Chorus and the Sunday
Church service officiated by our
own President, Shirley Dargatz
UE. Special congratulations go
to Carl Stymiest UE for being
recognized with the Dorchester
Award. A number of Chilliwack
Branch members served on the
Conference organizing committee
and enjoyed seeing all their plans
come together. What a wonder-
ful event, even if we do say so
ourselves.

the Stanley Park Rock Garden, his promotion of its existence
and his advocacy for its restoration. The Rock Garden was
created in 1911 by his great grandfather, John Montgomery.

Loyalist Day in British Columbia was on 22 July and Chilliwack
Branch celebrated with a flag-raising ceremony on the steps of
the Chilliwack City Hall. Her Honour Mayor Sharon Gaetz was
in attendance together with Desmond Devnich, Constituency
Assistant to MLA, John Martin.

Ninety-six year old member, Dorothea Hankin, who lives
about one hundred kilometres from Chilliwack, does not get
out much these days. Her family arranged a get-together in
Chilliwack so that she and her niece, Pat Huth UE, could be
presented with their certificates for their Loyalist, Jesse Bigelow
UE. A few family members joined the occasion and a beautiful
luncheon followed.

We are planning a couple of special events to present
certificates at family reunions in August and October. As well,
Chilliwack Branch will celebrate its 25" anniversary in October
with a special gathering. Stay tuned!
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By Paul Preece UE, Branch President

Branch, as many of our members took

part in celebrations that honoured
those who made a positive contribution
to our society and brought about change.
Change can be defined as transforming
something to make it different, “as in to
change history.” Sometimes change can
be difficult and have varying degrees of
success or failure. Many of us do not
like change and become set in our ways
but | try to look at change as something
that adds value to whatever it is we are
trying to improve.

As we move closer to a Federal
election, we know that change for the
sake of change is not always the best
solution. However, if one changes to make
adifference, it becomes worth doing. For
our Branch, this was the year in which one
of our members was honoured for making
a difference and making a change in a
positive manner. At this year’s UELAC
AGM and Conference in Victoria, British
Columbia, David Ellsworth UE was
honoured for his dedicated service as
Standard Bearer for the Association over
the past fourteen years. Along with this
service, he generously donated full sets
of Canadian, Provincial, Territorial and
Loyalist flags to each UELAC Region. He
was presented with a Leyda Campbell
print of Lake Louise. Thank you, David,
for making a difference in a way that
honours our heritage.

I twas a busy and exciting year for our

|
a ceremony honouring his service
in the War of 1812

Other members were involved with
events for those ancestors who made a
difference and served in the War of 1812.
Aceremony to honour the Loyalist, Aaron
Doan UE, and his son, Levi Doan, for
their service in the militia during the War
of 1812 was held on 23 May. Aaron Doan
is one of a very few men who served in
both the American Revolution and the
War of 1812. On 13 June, Bill Young UE
assisted in the unveiling of an Interpretive
Plaque and a Memorial Stone that
highlighted the service of Daniel Young
UE in the War of 1812. The ceremony
took place at Ryckman’s Park, part of
the Young Family Homestead. The next
day, 14 June, the descendants of Burris
Dell gathered at his grave on Grassy
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David Ellsworth UE was honoured for his dedicated service as Standard Bearer.
He generously donated full sets of Canadian, Provincial, Territorial and Loyalist flags.
Conference Co-chair, Robert Ferguson UE, presented him with a print of Lake Louise, while
his mother, Betty Ellsworth UE, looked on. Thank you, David, for making a difference.

Brook Road at the Young-Misener
Cemetery, for a ceremony honouring
his service in the War of 1812. Along
with Burris, brothers Henry, Martin
and Peter Dell were also honoured
for their service. Brenda Denyes UE
planned the unveiling of a War of
1812 grave side Plaque for Private
Isaac Corman, 2" Flank Company,
5th Regiment, Lincoln Militia, on 22
August at the Stoney Creek Municipal
Cemetery.

The Annual Flag-Raising Ceremony
took place in Niagara-on-the-Lake on
20 June. About twenty-five of our
members, many in period attire, came
out to help commemorate the raising
of the Union Flag. As well, Councillor,
Terry Flynn, on behalf of the Lord
Mayor Pat Darte, was in attendance
to proclaim Loyalist week and assist
in the flag-raising. Three members
of the Fort George Fife and Drum
Corps provided music. Following the
ceremony, we were treated to a very
nice lunch at the Strewn Winery. After
lunch, about ten of our members went
on a wine tour.

Thanks to the efforts of our
members, the Branch will continue
to grow and make a difference in the
promotion of our heritage.

A letter sent after the event.>>>

15 September 2018

To be recognized by the United Empire
Loyalists’ Association of Canada was a
great compliment, but it should be me
that is thanking you.

David hasn’t had it easy being in a
family where your brother and cousins
all excelled in school, but the one thing
that David learned that they didn’t, was
how to put forth his hand and help others
and not forget to say thank you.

Being handicapped makes it hard
to be accepted into organizations, but
the one thing that I can say about the
Loyalists is that he was welcomed with
open arms and I am very grateful for
that. I know that he isn’t the greatest
flag bearer, stabbing the ceiling a couple
of times and tripping up the stairs,
but the one thing that he is, is being
dependable.

Thank you for recognizing him
and, as you could see, he was greatly
surprised.

Sincerely and loyally yours,

Betry Elloworth UE




Edmonton

By Betty Fladager UE and Earle Fladager

2015 at the First Presbyterian Church. Prior to elections,
discussion centered on the completion of the Branch Book
Project. All forty copies were sold and it was moved that a second
edition be prepared. Bob Rogers UE agreed to take that on with
some assistance from Earle Fladager. Fifty copies were printed and
will sell for the price of $20.00 each plus handling and shipping.
Anyone interested can contact Bob at rogersclann“at’gmail.com.
The elections proceeded with Len Thornton remaining as President;
Val Thornton as Secretary; Earle Fladager Treasurer; Dave Rolls
UE Genealogist; Betty Fladager UE and Earle Fladager co-Chairs
for Membership; Martie Workman UE as Financial Consultant. The
Vice-President position is vacant. It was decided that the Branch
Annual Banquet would be held this fall. Earle Fladager contacted
the Mayor’s Office and obtained Mayor Don Iveson’s Proclamation
for the UEL date of 19 June. Thank you to the City of Edmonton.
Two social meetings were held in the spring with the last one in
May. Bob Rogers UE advised that he and his wife Dorothy would
be attending the UELAC Conference in June at Victoria, B.C., and
they would have some of the branch books, Descendents to Alberta,
for sale. Another event was the presentation of UEL Certificates to
Kristina Harrison UE, her son, Joshua UE, and daughter, Skylar
UE. Their Loyalist ancestors are Andrew Ritchie Sr. and Jr. Another
Certificate was presented to Alan Miller UE for Captain Garrett
Miller. All certificates were presented by Branch Genealogist, Dave
Rolls UE. Alan Miller UE went to the UELAC Conference where his
Certificate was presented again by Dominion President, Bonnie
Schepers UE.

T he Edmonton Branch held the Annual Meeting in February

Zoe Thornton and Adara Thornton

Some of the Branch young members were involved in activities
during the spring. Zoe Thornton, Adara Thornton and Melanie
Fladager UE all received Gold Medals in both individual and group
dancing competitions in Banff, Alberta. These competitions were
at a very high level.

The Branch has been submitting acceptable historical documents
for five or six years now to the Provincial Archives and just recently
the fourth box of Membership Records, Minutes of Meetings, etc.
was taken to the Archives for retention. The records must be
historical and not genealogical. This procedure will be carried out
annually.

Martha Hemphill and Frank Rupert
at Hamilton Wentworth Heritage Awards Feb 21 2015.

Hamilton

By Pat Blackburn UE & Ruth Nicholson UE

T he February Annual Meeting was well attended.

Since February is Black History month, we were

privileged to have Nerene Virgin and her husband,
Alan Smith, give their talk about a local Dundas black
doctor, Dr. Roman, who gained prominence internation-
ally as a physician, philosopher, civil rights advocate
and educator. Nerene Virgin is a Canadian journalist,
actress, and television host, best known for her role on
the children’s television series, Today’s Special.
